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Calgary photographer
captures apparent fireball
over Mount Rundle

CLARA HO, CALGARY HERALD

More from Clara Ho Calgary Harald

Calgary photographer Brett Abernethy captured a shot of an apparent fireball streaking across the
night sky in Banff over Mount Rundle on Saturday, December 20, 2014.

Courtesy, Brett Abernethy / Calgary Herald

Calgary photographer Brett Abernethy was out in Banff
shooting aurora over the night sky early Saturday when he
captured what appeared to be a fireball zipping over the
mountains.
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Just one week after revealing that our holiday lights are visible

from space. NASA’'s Goddard Media Studios have released a
breathtaking video of a recent solar flare.

The fiare, which is basically just the sun emitting a huge burst of
radiation, took place last Friday, reaching its peak just before
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Reviews News

NASA wants to build a
floating city above the
clouds of Venus

Venus exploration has been deemed off-limits due to its
inhospitable climate - but NASA believes Cloud City may be
the answer.

by Michelle Starr W &nding_rec | 22 December 2014 4:11 am GMT
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Artistic concept of the permanent city.
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A number of agencies, Including, of course, NASA, are focusing solar system

o501l a



FOX NEWS WEATHER CENTER

4 Killed as severe weather
slams southern US

Associated Press + b=

ITAM.,
INEWS DF COUNTRY A ONS PF

) Ne 3utop 20&
JACKSON, Miss. — Severe weather slamming the southern U.S. two days before Christmas
killed at least four people, flipped cars, knocked out power to thousands and damaged several

homes and businesses.

In Mississippi, Gov. Phil Bryant declared an emergency for two southeastern counties where
officials say four people died in the storms and several more were injured. His office said
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Downtown, South Loop & River North

Gloomiest December Ever?
Chicago on Track To Break
Sunshine Shortage Record

By Uzzie Schiffman Tufano on December 22, 2074
1204pm
W Foliow (@izzeschiffmar

There 1= no shartage of gloomy people in the world of stack ph_

a View Full Caption

THE LOOP — If the thought of entering
another Chicago winter isn't depressing
enough, meteorologists say the city is on track

to have one of the gloomiest Decembers in its
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’L.‘A. Now

Gov. Brown
declares state
of emergency
in four
California
counties

By LAURA J. NELSON
contact the reporter

{205 Angeles Times
LOCAL /L.A. Now

Thie griicls is related to: .
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It's easy to earn cash back n

all day, every day

AMERICAN EXPRESS
The NEW SimplyCash™ Care

Capital Weather Gang

White Christmas in Hawaii? Snow
falls on Big Island peaks, Blizzard
Warning issued

AEE '
6 Ao

()

By Jason Samenow

W Foliow @capitalweather It's eosy '0 earn

L i .. all day, ever
4:00 p.m. update: The National Weather Service forecast v

office in Honolulu has upgraded the Blizzard Watch for the Big

Island mountain peaks to a Blizzard Warning — with the

e N R . . AMERICAN EXP
potential for up to a foot of wind-driven snow at altitudes The NEW SimplyCash

above 11,500 feet.

2:10 p.m. update: Web cameras from the summit of both

Mauna Loa (altitude 13,678 feet) and Mauna Kea (altitude Most Read Local
13,796 feet) on the Big Island show snow on the ground there

as of this morning (local time): 1 Wilson High
School princinal.
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At Least 24 Dead in
Malaysia and Thailand
Floods

KUALA LUMPUR — The worst flooding in Malaysia in more
than a decade has killed 10 people and forced nearly
160,000 from their homes and more rain is expected,
authorities said on Sunday. Over the border in southern
Thailand, 14 people have been killed in the floods that began
in mid-December. Among the casualties, five were in the
worst-hit state of Kelantan, in northeastern peninsular

Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak toured some of the
worst-hit areas this weekend, following his return from a
vacation in Hawaii on Friday. Najib was criticized for his
absence during the calamity, after being photographed

playing golf with President Barack Obama.

Northeastern Malaysia and southern Thailand are regularly
hit by flooding during the annual northeast monsoon, but this
year the rain has been particularly heavy. The Malaysian
government said rain in Kelantan and southern Thailand

would last for at ieast another week. An official in the
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Scientists try to decipher Idaho
earthquake swarms

By KEITH RIDLER The Associated Press
First Published Dec 25 2014 03:00FM Last Updated Dec 25 2014 07:37 pm

Geology » Different triggers are involved in ways that are not fully understood.

E @ Share This Arficle

Boize, ldaho » The latest earthquake swarm in central ldaho could help scientists better understand quake belts
extending from Yellowstone Mational Park.

The most recent swarm in the Challis area starfed this week and so far 20 quakes have been recorded, the largest a
magnitude 3.7 on Monday.

"There’'s cbviously a fault down there at depth to produce these, and the town of Challis happens to be built on top
of it." s&id scientist Mike Stickney of the Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology based in Butte, Montana. "We have
no indication that it's leading to a larger event.”

The quakes are occurming at the northemn fip of the Lost River Fault but it's not clear if that fault iz invoheed or if an
unkmnown fault iz at work. The Lost River Fault caused Idaho's largest recorded quake, a magnitude 6.9, rumbling in
1983 near 12,667-foct Borsh Peak, Idaho’s tallest peak.

Scientists browght in portable seismographs to monitor an earfhguake swarm last summer. Most were removed afier
the swarm stopped but one was left in place.

It "completely stopped and then just a couple days ago it started up again,” said Melanie Comigan, a dispatcher with
the Custer County Sheriffs Office. "People are just like, 'Ch, great, here we go again.™

She said no damage has been reported.

Stickney =said the quakes are being produced by different triggers, indicating a complex process that's poory
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Hawali lava stalls just
short of shopping center

By CATHY BUSSEWITZ

14 hours 250

BEOR - - -

HONOLULU (AR)
— Call it a holi-
day gift from
Pele.

Lava from the
mountain be-
lieved to be home

to the Hawaiian ’ Check it out
voicano goddess

has stalled on its
slow creep to-
ward a Big Island shopping center.

Officials had been worried that the lava from Kilauea volcano
would hit Pahoa Marketplace on or around Christmas, but civil
defense administrator Darryl Oliveira said Tuesday that the
lava's leading edge had stopped about 700 yards from the shop-
ping center, which has a supermarket. gas station and other
stores.
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Fogo volcano (Cape Verde): lava flows continue to spread over farmland in Cha calde

Lava effusion continues from the vents, whi
...more [read all]



Iceland geology

Bardarbunga volcano update 22-December-2014

osted on December 22 2054 b n Frima

[ s=n0 10 Kingle
This is a short update of Bardarbunga volcano eruption.

= The eruption has now lasted almost four months. Making this the longest eruption in
Iceland for many, many years. This might be the longest eruption in Iceland since 19th
century.

= The lava field in Holuhraun is now larger then 8o km?2 in size. The lava now flows
underground in lava tubes inside the lava field. It breaks out on the edges at times and
sometimes up on the surface.

= Earthquake activity remains the same in Bar6arbunga volcano. Bad weather has
decreased the sensitivity on the nearby SIL sensors. Some remain offline due the
weather and heavy snow in the area.

= Subsidence has slowed, the amount of larger earthquakes has alsc dropped at the same
time. It has not stopped, just slowed down for the moment.

= There are no signs about the eruption ending any time soon. The eruption could go on
for years, at least many months in it’s current phase.

Other news about Bardarbunga volcano eruption
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Will An [celandic

Wil An Icelandic Volcano Erupt Under A Glacier In 20157

sen Orlove ] A

A group of well-placed observers have warned the world about the
possibility of 2 major volcanic eruption in Icsland in 2015. Steen
Jakaobsen, the chief economist of the Danish trading and investment
firm Saxo Bank, and the bank’s strategy team have issued their

“Outrageous Predictions” for the coming year.

Thev stats that thess predictions are "independent czlls on events that

can upset global markets or politics. They are strategic in nature rather
than an exercise in getting everything night, while our aim 1s to0

encourage alternative thinking.” An eruption of the Bardarbunga
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Harrisburg sinkhole problems textsize A A A
Updated: Monday, December 22 2014, 11:45 PM EST

By: James Tully

HARRISBURG—Monday the city of Hamsburg divulged more information about a report
on the sinkhole problem that has plagued certain areas south of the city. The news isn't
promising for one block of homes in particular

A geological survey projects the 1400 block of South 14th street to be in eminent danger of more sinkhole issues
within the next five years. The city wants {o relocate the people living there. and they are consiructing a plan to collect
grant money to make that a reslity

"1 don't feel comfortable down there." resident \Vonda Evans says. "We are on pins and needles.”

Evans lives in the area of 14th Strest the survey has red flagged for future sinkhole problems

1 could see it happening again the next month because it's winter and that's when it always comes, any day now
another hole could open up,” Donnie Graves says. Like Evans, Graves' property is under the same sinkhole threat.

To keep the current residents safe, the city wants to relocate them and acquire the homes along 1400 South 14th
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Daniel Martins
Digital Reporter Don't miss

Tuesday, December 16, 2014, 8:32 AM - Cars tumbled into a
sinkhole that opened up in the inner city of the Australian
metropolis of Melbourne.

Vine user Mark Doman captured the moment one of the luckle

vehicles nestled even further into the chasm, above. Three cars

suffered that fate.
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Lee Road, Van Aken sinkhole
repair nearly complete and more:

Wary Kipatick, NEQMG

Email the author | Follow on Twitter

on December 23, 2014 3t 8:32 AM, updated December 23, 2014 at 8:33 AM

A By Chanda Neely, Northeast Ohio Media Group

W Tweet | 4 m L9 | 2 share |0 | [Pine 3 Redon

SHAKER HEIGHTS, Ohio — Traffic will be back to normal at the
Lee Road and Van Aken Boulevard intersection by this afternoon,
city officials say.

Traffic was limited to one lane in each direction Monday
and Tuesday morning, while crews repaired a sinkhole in the
intersection.

Trash pickup to be delayed for holidays

Thursday and Friday trash pickup will be delayed by one day this
week and next week in observance of the Christmas and New Year's
holidavs
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Mystery as pigeons die in flocks

- Post Report

3IX drier o

5.0 160 ] west 2

DOLAKHA, DEC 21 - Mystery surrounds the
death of thousands of pigeons on the
Bhimeshwor temple premises in the past
week.

According to the people in Dolakha Bazaar,
dead pigeons are lying on the streets, rooftops,
gardens and paddy fields. The stench from
dead birds pollutes the atmosphere.

“Approximately 5.000 pigeons have diedin a
week.” said Bharat Shrestha, treasurer of the
Bhimeshwor temple prayer and trust

management committee.

Authorities are vet to respond to the situation,
Vets said an unidentified virus may be
responsible for the menace while the locals

have got into a panic fearing a disease

outbreak in humans,

“Such cases happened in the past but the

~
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Dead fish flood river, activists up in arms
Pune Mirror | Dec 22, 2014, 02.30 AM IST

WTwest 5 (841 2 snare Comments | More v HEd & A A

Travel Alberta
travelalberta.com - Discover Alberta this Winter,

" By: Sandip Kolhatkar
o

™
~ INDRAYANI WASTING AWAY?

Environmentalists blame chemical waste
3 from cotiage industries, PCMC turns a
blind eye

B After hundreds of fish were found dead in the
Indravani river in Pimpri Chinchwad, local
environmentalists are once again up in arms

against the discharge of chemical waste generated
" by cottage industries which have flooded
Kudalwadi, Chikhali and More wasti.

Activists claim the fauna in the river is hugely threatened by this waste and have accused the Pimpri
Chinchwad Municipal Corporation (PCMC) authorities of not paving heed despite several complaints
in the past.

On Thursday, some local fishermen had gone to the river near Chikhali ghat and found several fish
floating on the surface. Some of them even complained that a stink from the chemicals was emanating
from the water.

Speaking to Mirror, Vikas Patil, a member of the Pune district environment committee, said that over
the last few vears, due to industrialisation, chemical waste has been discharged into the river on a large
scale, polluting the water and killing the fish.
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NEW DELHI: The
Congress’ electoral
slide that began with
the Lok Sabha cal
elections this May
contimued today with
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Huge fish Kill litters Anna Maria Island shores

Tourists and residents discovered the dead fish littered along the Anna Maria shoreline Christmas moming.
(Photo: Randi Nissenbaum:, staff)

By Randi Nissenbaum, Reporter
Last Updated: Thursday, December 25, 2014

flw]i]=]+ BN

ANNA MARIA ISLAND - A Christmas Day walk slong Holmes Beach in Anna Mans Isiand tumed foul today with the
discovery of hundreds of dead fish washed sshore

Tourists and residents discovered the dead fish littered along the Anna Maria shoreline Christmas moming. The fish
messured about & foot in length and crested a stench by the afternoon

There has been no official explanation for the fish kill although s red tide bloom could be io bisme

One visitor from Chicago on the beach said possibly as many as 1,000 dead fish were on the beach
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Contaminated Water Reservoir, Dead Fish sprawl

Mass death of fish in the reservoir allegedly caused water
¥ pollution leading to a reduction of dissolved oxygen
# (Dissolved Oxygen / DO).

Pollution of the waters of the reservoir is not only due to
- the existence of floating net cages exceed the carrying
capacity of the environment, but because it is a

* downstream reservoir watershed that has been

. contaminated by sewage.

7 Floating net cage fish farmers (KJA) in waters Cirata, West
Java. helm obtain weather forecast information hostile
conditions the next few weeks. The Meteorology,
Climatology and Geophysics (BMKG) predicts the peak of the rainy season occurs early January to February 2015.

Photo: sourca: dock bppt

Learning from the experience of previous years, entered the peak of the rainy season means it will appear threat of
mass death of fish (KMI) in waters Cirata. Signs before the events of the IMA, usually cloudy sky for a few days with
the wind.

Therefore, these days most of the farmers did not dare to speculate with the weather conditions. "Because the weather
is getting a bit ugly. some farmers to harvest fish early KJA. There are also farmers who plant the seeds reduce fish so
great loss, "said fish farmers KJA. Maman told The Jakarta, last week.
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100 TON DEAD FISH: Fish Farmers Maninjau Up 2.9 Billion Loss

Heri Faisal

Monday, 12:20:2014 13:16 pm untaskan W

Kabar24.com, Padang-Fammers fish cages in the area of Lake Maninjau, Agam, West Sumatra received another

bullet at the end of this year. Due to bad weather around 100 tonnes of fish belonging to the farmer died suddenly.
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Japan culls 42000 chickens after second bird

flu outbreak

IANS December 29, 2014 Last Updat=d st 16:0

Dividend Stocks for 2015

oh

Six solid dividend stocks to give your portfolio an income boost. wealthyretirement.com/income
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RELATED NEWS

= Wal-Mart to close 30
underperforming stores in Japan,
take charge

* Exclusive - Japan's regional banks
face stress test for ultra-low rates

« Japan slips into surpriss
recession, paves way for tax
delay, snap poll

= Japan suffers biggest economic
slump since 2011 quake as tax
hike bites

« Japan's slip into surprise
recession paves way for tax
delay, snap poll
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Japan's Miyazaki prefectural govemment has ordered the
culling of 42,000 chickens on a farm after a second bird flu
outbreak, media reported Monday.

o CEEE % AddtoMyPage & @

Chickens at the poultry farm in the Uranomyo area in
Miyazaki tested positive for the HS strain of the bird flu, the
prefectural government said Sunday.

The prefectural government has set up 10 sterilisation peints
around the affected farm.

The latest case marks the second time a highly pathogenic
bird flu strain has been confirmed in Japan this year, Japan
Times reported.

On Dec 18, the highly pathogenic HSN8 virus was confirmed
at a poultry farm in the dty of Nobeoka, also in Miyazaki
prefecture, where about 4,000 chickens were killed.

A prefectural official said it was uncertain whether the latest
case is linked to the Nobeoka one.
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Mass starfish stranding reported on Fripp RIGEUDED:FOR.OMA

Island

BY REBECCA LURYE

rurye@islandpaci

LflWR"

FRIPP ISLAND, SC — Thousands of starfish were stranded on Fripp | ———
isiand on Christmas Eve. likely because of the day's stormy weather
according to a marine veterinarian

Al Segars of the S.C. Department of Natural Resources said he had not
looked into the stranding, but said strong winds could have caused the
creatures, also known as sea stars. to wash ashore. Christmas Day
beachgoers estimated that roughly 100,000 sea stars were on the
beach

The Sea Islands experienced the same thing last year, Segars said

"I wouldn't say it's anything out of the ordinary,” he said. "These guys
are just sitting on the bottom, so if you've got a strong wave action, they
can't fight the current.”

George Sedberry, a science coordinator in national Cffice of Marine
Sanctuarnies, said he has not studied this stranding but offered other
possible explanations for the sea stars' deaths

The creatures have poor tolerance for water with low dissolved oxygen
which can wreck a population, Sedberry said. Those events are

commonly reported in the Myrtle Beach area, but a dip in oxygen levels
is unlikely to occur in the winter or as far south as Fripp, Sedberry said

Some of the sea stars could also have been unintentionally caught by
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Dil spills into Black Sea near Russian
bort after pipeline leak
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(Reuters) - A leak on a major Russian oil pipeline caused a spill in
the Black Sea near the port of Tuapse on Wednesday where
officials said stormy weather was hampering efforts to assess and
respond to the mishap.

"Some quantity of oil has spilled into the sea,” Sergei Proskurin,
first deputy captain of the port of Tuapse, told Reuters.

He said the size of the spill was unclear and that emergencies
services were working to deploy temporary floating barriers to
contain the spill but were being delayed by the stormy conditions.

Tuapse is a busy industrial and oil port but is located close to
many Russian Black Sea resorts. It is just 118 km (73 miles) from
the town of Sochi which hosted the 2014 Winter Olympics.

Two Tuapse residents told Reuters they had seen oil in the sea
and in a river along which the pipeline runs toward the Tuapse oil
refinerv operated by state oil firm Rosneft.

"I can see dark spots on the river... The sea is stormy. I can't say it
is fully covered in oil but there is plenty of oil in the port and on
berths, not to mention the coast line.” said a worker at the
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Death toll in Ebola outbreak rises to
7,588: WHO
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Feds give emergency approval to new Ebola
testing kit for Americans

World mortality rates improving




China to test its Ebola vaccine on
humans

By PT1 | 25 Dec, 2014, 07.13FM IST 9 1comments | Poeta Comment
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BEIJING: China foday said it has
developed a vaccine to combat the spread
of deadly Ebola virus that has killed more
than 7,000 people in three West African
countries, and the fest of the drug on
humans would begin this month.

Defence Ministry spokesman Yang Yujun
told reporters that the vaccine has been
developed by a research team at the ET SPECIAL:

Academy of Military Medical Sciences, one Save precious time tracking your
of the top research units of China's oot

People’s Liberation Army.

"The vaccine has recently passed appraisal by state and military authorities and will begin
clinical tests in December,” said Yang.

He said the China-developed Ebola vaccine was the third in the world to have been put
into clinical tests in the world. It is also the world's first 2014-genetic mutation Ebola
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Tenth Egyptian dies of
HSN1 bird flu: Health
Ministry

REUTERS Decambsar 24, 2014 3:45 PM

CAIRO (Reuters)
- A five-year-old

Get a personalized
retirement plan.

-

w

Eayptian child
died from bird flu
on Wednesday,
the tenth death
from the virus in

the country out of

22 identified cas- foarerae . § Scotiabank
es this year, the

Health Minisiry

said

Ministry spokesman Dr Hossam Abdel Ghaffar said the boy
came to a hospital in the southern province of Aswan on Monday
with “fever, sore throat and respiratory distress".

He was transferred to another hospital, and later put on a ventila-
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TOPEKA, Kan. Q’? L
(AP) — A new vi- f ] %m
3 g 3
rus thought to be Pfr’a by o
carried by ticks or o 1072 MONIHS
F i =
other insects has RS ; e ———

been discovered
following the
death of a south-
east Kansas resi-

dent during the 2014 FOCUS ST ‘ Fu tr:
summer, public

health officials

said Monday

The new virus is called Bourbon virus, after Bourbon County,
home of the patient who died. The Kansas Department of Health
and Environment said the patient's symptoms, including fever
and fatigue. were similar to symptoms from other tick-borne dis-
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New Tick-Borne 'Bourbon Virus'
Is Deadly And Unlike Anything
Previously Seen In U.S.

v <
Bourbon Virus

THE UNIVERSITY
OF KANSAS HOSPITAI

>
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Researchers have identified the e of a Kansas farmer's terious death this
summer as Bourbon virus.

Thought to be transmitted by ticks, the virus "was fast-moving and severe, causing
lung and kidney failure, and shock,” The New York Times reported, killing the
previously healthy man after only 10 days in the hospital.

Together, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and University of Kansas
Hospital researchers identified the virus as a thogotovirus, part of a larger type of
viruses called orthomyxoviruses, Dana Hawkinson, M.D., an infectious disease
specialist at The University of Kansas Hospital said in the video stateme

Bourbon virus, named after Bourbon County, Kansas, ;

, is similar to viruses seen previously in Eastern Europe, ifnca and Asia, ~a1d
Ha\. kinzon, but nothing like it had ever been identified in the Western Hemisphere
before.
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<_a after causing 64 deaths with drug
tainted with fungal meningitis

Friday, December 28, 2014 by: L J. Devon, Staff Writer
Tags: fungal meningifis. phammacy employees, pharmaceubical deaths

Doctors Everywhere HATE Him

*harma SHOCKED as man reveals a simple, natural cure
any disease (and it's virtually FRE E) Click Here

(NaturaiNews) In what's being called the
"biggest criminal case ever brought in the
U.S. over contaminated medicine,” U.S.
Attorney Carmen Ortiz is flabbergasted at
the negligence of 2 Massachusetts-based
pharmacy, whose employees are now being
1ate held responsible for the deaths of a large

number of people since 2012

According to Assistant U.S. Attomey Stuart
Delery, the pharmacy's employees showed

n
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"not only a reckless disregard for federal
ks health and safetly regulaiions, but alsc an

extreme and appalling disregard for human = S'ec.r‘et“l-)lsco on page 859
)empseed life." of Bible
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Half of All Children Will Be Autistic by 2025, Warns Senior
Research Scientist at MIT

December 23, 2014

& FPrint This Post
Why? Evidencs points to glyphosate toxicity from i
the overuse of Monsanto's Roundup herbicide on
our food.

For over three decades, Stephanie Seneff, PhD,
has researched biclogy and technology, over the
years publishing over 170 scholarly peer-reviewed
articles. In recent years she has concentrated on
the relationship betwesn nutrition and health,
tackling such topics as Alzheimer's, autism, and
cardiovascular diseases, as well as the impact of
nutritional deficiencies and environmental toxins on
human health

At 3 conference I3st Thursday, n a special panel discussion about GMOs, she took the audience by
surprise when she declared, "At today’s rate, by 2025, one in two children will be autistic.” She
notzd that the side effects of sutism closafy mimic those of glypheosate toxicty, and presented data
showing a remarkably consistent comrsiation between the use of Roundup on crops (and the
creation of Roundup-ready GMO crop seeds) with rising rates of autism, Chidran with autism have
biomarkers indicative of excessive glyphosate. including zinc and iron deficiency, low serum sulfate,
seizures, and mitochondnal disorder

A fellow panelist reported that after DOr. Senaff's presentation. "Al of the 70 or so people n
sttendance were squinming, likely because they now had senous misgivings about serving their
kds, or themselves, anything with com or soy. which are nearly all genetically medified and thus
tanted with Roundup and its glyphosate *

Dr. Seneff noted the ubiquity of glyphosate's use. Because it is used on com and soy, all soft drinks
and candies sweetenad with corn syrup and 3% chips and cereals that contain soy fillers have small
amounts of glyphosats in them, 35 do our beef and poultry since cattle and chicken are fed GMC
com or soy. Wheat is often sprayed with Roundup just prior fo being harvested, which means that
all non-organic bread and wheat products would also be sources of glyphosate toxicity. The amount
of glyphosate in each product may not be large, but the cumulative effect (especially with 35 much
processed food 35 Amencans eat) could be devastating A recent study shows that pregnant
women fving near farms where pesticides are applied have a 60% increased risk of children having
an autism spectrum disorder

Other toxic substances may aisoc be sutsm-inducing. You may recall our story on the CDC
whistizbiower who revealed the government's deliberate concealment of the link between the MMR
vaccine (for measies, mumps, and rubsfis) and 3 sharply increased risk of sutism, particularly in
African American boys. Other studies now show 3 link between children's expeosure to pesticides
and autism. Chidren who live in homes with vinyl floors, which can emit phthaiste chemicals, are
more likely to have autism. Children whose mothers smoked were aiso twice 3s likely to have
3utism. Research now acknowledges that environmental contaminants such as PCBs, PBDEs, and
mercury can alter brain neuron functioning even before 3 child is bom
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A Cyber War With North Korea And An

Economic War With Russia
1 By Michas! Snyder, on December 22nd, 2014

In addition to all of our wars in the
Middle East and the war that has
erupted on the streets of
America, we are now engaged in a
cyber war with North Korea and an
aconomic war with Russia. Without
a doubt, the Unitad States has the
capability to do a remendous
amount of damage to both of
them. But what about the damage
that they could potentially do to
us? We have a society that is
absolutely teeming with soft
targets. Our Intemnet infrastructure
is extremely vulnerable, our debt-
based aconomic system is already
teetering on the edge of disaster,
and government officials freely
zdmit that sacurity at key faclities
such as power plants is sorely
lacking. And these kinds of bitter
conflicts have a way of escalating. The North Koreans and the Russians are both very
proud, and neither one is going to back dovin any time soon. If a forsign power wanted
to really make us hurt, it wouldn't take much imagination at all. There are thousands of
ways to do it. So Americans should not just smugly assume that we are untouchable, In
a war, it is often those that are overconfident that get hurt the worst,

e 4

E g .l’t 7}
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Last waek, Barack Obama blamed North Korea for the nightmarish hack attack on Sony
Pictures Entertainment and he promised that the U.S. would respond,

Well, it looks fike that response bagan on Monday. According to Bloomberg, North
Koraa's connection to the Intemet was totally cut off..

North Korea’s limited access to the Internet has been cut off, according
to a network-monitoring company, days after the U.S. government
accused the country of hacking into Sony Corp. (6758)'s files,

North Korea, which has four official nebvorks connacting the country to
the Internet — all of which route through China — began experiencing
intermittent problems yesterday and today went completely dark,
according to Doug Madory, director of Internet analysis at Dyn
Research in Hanover, New Hampshire,

Neadless to say, that got the attention of the North Koreans.
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Reasons Why Russia’s Emerging Borei-Class Submarine Fleet is a Fearsome Nuclear
Weapon at Viadimir Putin’s Disposal
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The Borei subs. also known as
Dolgorukiy-class, is being advertised by
Moscow as a strategic nuclear deterrent
according to a report by ITAR-TASS
news agency, in the same manner that
Putin had described the 80 plus
intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICEM)
that his country will acquire by 2015 as

potent weapons against aggressions
directed to Russia

calgary.caftlac

Yet as specs of the mir Menomakh,
the third of the Borei subs to join the
Russian navy since last year, were
revealed last week, it became clear that
Putin is adding another war tool that will

give him significant edge in engaging the
United States and the West into a
shooting war.
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Russia is buying weapons a Iot of them

By Ivana Kottasova @ivanakottasova December 1 14:12:55PMET

3 roconmens JEE @S P8 e

Russia to spend
3.3 trllllon rubles
| se in 2015
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Moscow is going on a huge shopping spree for weapons and military
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Russian ‘ABM killer' intercontinental missile to
enter service in 2016

RS-20 Voyevoda (S5-18 Satan) intercontinental ballistic missile (RIA Novosti/Viadimir
Fedorenka)

T

Russia's newest RS-26 missile system, dubbed the ‘anti- ags
missile defense killer’, will join the ranks of the
country’'s defenses in less than two years, Russia’s

Strategic Missile Force commander said.

"We are continuing the test program for RS-26 and pian to finish it next year, with the
missiie to be put on combat duty in 2016," Lt. Gen. Sergey Karakayev is cited as saying by
RIA Novosti
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Russia Warns: Any Move to Join NATO
Makes Ukraine a 'Potential Enemy’

ecember 23 2014 -4:3

{IMedvedev also blasts new U.S. sanctions

By Pstrick Goocdenough
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(Update: By a vote of 303-9,
Ukraine’s parliament passed s biil
Tuesday dropping their country’s
\non-aligned ststus.)

(CNSNews.com) — Ukrainian
President Petro Poroshenko’s bid to
idrop the country’s official “non-

sligned” status amounts to an Ukrainian President Petro

I}fpplication to join NATC and Poroshenko and Russian
herefore makes Ukraine a “potential President Viadimir Putin. (AP
enemy” of Russia, Prime Minister Photo/Christophe Ena, Pool)
Dmitry Medvedev wamed on

Tuesday.

IThe comment, posted on Medvedev's Facebook page, was the strongest
Russian reaction yet to the move by Ukraine’s new leader to reverse his
Moscow-backed predecessor’'s 2010 decision formally declaring the
ountry to be non-aligned.

Legislation to end the non-aligned policy was intreduced in the parliament
in Kiev, the Verkhovna Rada, last week.
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Russia's Terrifying 'Nuke Trains' Will
Be Roving The Rails By 2018

Banned under the previous STARTII treaty, but not excluded in 2011's New

tv, Russia is pulling from its Soviet strategic playbook and reviving the

intercontinental ballistic missile toting, hiding in plain sight, 'Nuke Train'
concept.

: Russla’s Fast And Elusive TOPOL-M Balllstic Misslle Is
- Scary As Hell

The giant TOPOL-M road-mobile intercontinental
ballistic missile is one frightening creation of...

Fozi DA O T hYAdz# DZhve*za  'yai g a0 §ytebD

FNBF 2+ 0A



INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS TIMES ~ World

Life & Style + Topics TV

Tools +

AU Economy Companies Tech RealEstate Sports

EXECUTIVE &

Subscribe now for Free

News + Markets «+  Careers +
World
-_..
wwr

Adopt a hippo today.

&)

shop.wwi.ca

-
(i' DOPTY i"lﬂl“’

J

NATO, West Is The Biggest Threat Of Our Existence, Says Russia; Ready to Use
Precision Weapons Versus US, Allies
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Just days after Ukraine re-signified strong intentions to join NATO, Russian President
Viadimir Putin warned to cut whatever remaining ties, saying the Atlantic military alliance is
the biggest threat to ifs existence. Suffice to say, Mr Putin hinted he will not back down in
using conventional weapons. if needed, to thwart attempts of foreign aggression versus
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GROWTH?
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OUT MORE
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In a 28-page document that he signed on
Friday, Russia's been given the authority
to use precision weapons "as part of
strategic deterrent measures.” The
document was an updated version of the
2010 document, which said that Russia
could employ nuclear weapons in the
event a country and its allies huris the
same against it. The latest document did
not detail how and when Russia will get
to use the precision weapons, which
could include ground-to-ground missiles,
air- and submarine-launched cruise
missiles, guided bombs and arlillery
shells, among others

"A build-up of NATO military potential
and its empowerment with global
functions implemented is in violation of
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China: Nuclear Weapons Upgrade Puts ‘Entire U.S.
at Risk,’ Chinese Army Told To Be Ready To Win A
War

China's nuclear weapons capabilities were recently upgraded with a multiple warhead mis-
sile, and now Chinese leader Xi Jinping, and the Chinese Communist Party, have repeat-
edly telling the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) to be ready to win a war. But is China actu-
ally saber-rattling for World War 3 or are they simply trying to modernize their military now
that they've become the world's largest economy?

In a related report by the Inquisitr, experis are already predicting the Chinese Navy will be
larger than the U.S. Navy by 2020. China recently launched its first aircraft carrier, and
they plan on unveiling new designs for jets, destroyers, and amphibious assault vessels
The U.S. Navy believes that the newest of China's nuclear submarines, the Jin SSBN,
“would mark China's first credible at-sea-second-strike nuclear capability,” and China will
be purchasing a new Russian nuclear submarine design called the Amur 1650.
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@ NEWS * CHINA * DIAOYU ISLANDS

China building large military base near disputed
Diaoyu Islands: sources
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A Japanese survailisnce aircrsft fies ower the disputed Disoyu Islands. Photo: AP —
Commanty
China's military 15 building s large-scale base on islands off the coast of =
Zhejiang province. stepping closer to the Disoyu Islands, several Chinese Eml = Frint

sources said yesterday.

Construction is underway in the Nanji Islands, sbout 80km from southesst of
Wenzhou, and about 300km northwest of the Japanese-sdministered,
uninhabited Disoyus in the East China Sea. Japan calls the Disoyus the
Senkskus.

The new bsse is expected to enhance China's readiness to respond to

potential military crises in the region, as well as strengthen surveillance over Chinese ships back
the air defence identification zone that it declared over part of the East China on patrol in waters
Ses in November (ast yesr, the sources said. disputed with Japan
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MIRV: a nuclear game-changer for India and China

5taff Reporter 2014-12-25 10045 (GMT+2)

Multiple independently targetable reentry vehicles, or MIRYS, on Chinese and Indian ballistic mizsiles
potentially pose a more serious threat to the world than the nuclear pregrams of Iran or Morth Korea,
writes Zachary Keck, the managing editor of Washington-bazed Maticnal Interest magazine in an article
published Dec. 19.

MIFNs allow Chinese and Indian missiles to camy payloads of zeveral nuclear warheads, Keck wrote,
gach of which can be directed at different targets. This allows the warheads to be less vulnerable fo
anti-ballistic missile systems.

A single migsile containing & MIRV system cam be ugad to eliminate numerous enemy nuclesar sites
simultanecusly using only a small portion of a country's missile force. Second, the kill probability can be
increased since the MIRY system allows multiple strikes on the same target.

After the US deployed its first missiles with MIRY systems in 19628, the Soviet Union increased ifs
nurnber of nuclear warhezsds from 10,000 to 25,000 and later deployed its own missiles with MIRY
gyztemns. China and India have previously maintained nuclear doctrines of minimum deterrence and no-
first uze. et now, with the introduction of MIRY systems, the author said that the size of those two
naticnz's nuclear forces will expand.

While India's MIRY systems pose an immediate threat to Pakistan, the article said China can pose a
similar danger to Russia. Russia possasses 5 larger nuclear arsenal but China ig increasing its own
stockpile year on year. To prevent its nuclear superiority from eroding, Moscow must abrogate its amms
control freaties with the United States, Keck wrote.

Copyright & 2014 WantChinaTimes.com
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WASHINGTON
(Reuters) - The
FBI has wamed
local authorities
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Two men arrested in Sydney in counter-terrorism
operation
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Counter-terrorism raids: two charged

faimed | pporter has been charged after beir designed to
facilitate 3 terronst attack against potential government targets in Sydney

A man has been charged after he allegedly was found with documents designed to facilitate &
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Taiwan launches its larg-
est ever missile ship

BEaR - - -

Taiwan on Tues-

HAYIMINCRBIIE: ‘gom s e T e T re e e o
largest ever mis-

sile ship Tuesday et 015 FIESTAS ,SEG%R
as the island ¥ pURCHASEPMANCHSTER
i PR 57800.99”.
strives to modem- g h Ak T s R DA MONTS
ise its armed forc- — - SN minSOOONS i
. o2 $)3,739

s in response to VT R m Tt
> - e o R

5 perceived threat
from China.

The 500-tonne
corvette named

2015 FIESTA
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Tuo Chiang' -

Tuo River —is

the first of its kind ever produced by Taiwan and was touted by
defence minister Yen Ming as "the fastest and most powerful” in
Asia.

Armed with 16 missiles including eight supersonic Hsiung-feng |l
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North Korea suffers second
Internet outage

James Rogers ¢ S z FoxNews.com
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W

North Korea's Internet was down again on Tuesday, according to monitoring specialist Dyn
Research, with the latest blackout coming hot on the heels of Monday's widespread nine-hour

outage
Monday's nine-hour denial of service exposed the vulnerabilities in North Korea's limited web

infrastructure just days after Pyongyang was blamed for the cyberattack that crippled Sony
Pictures.
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STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESWOMAN DOES
NOT DENY US INVOLVEMENT IN NORTH
KOREA'S INTERNET OUTAGE

i‘(l don’t have anything new to share with you today about North
orea

by JAMES BEATTIE | WESTERN JOURNALISM | DECEMBER 24,
2014

an]
15 K3 27 "
H-O+H:B08

State Department Spokeswoman Marie Harf was involved in a
tense back and forth with CNN reporter Elise Labott Tuesday,
who asked Harf whether or not the United States had any
responsibility in North Korea’s internet outage Monday.

“This 1sn't our mternet, Elise,” Harf aszerted, before being pressed by Labott about
whether or not the United States underiook “any type of cyber operations that could
have led to the North Korean mternet being down.”
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North Korea Suffers Another
Internet Shutdown: Report

JARIETY

Variety

Norih Korea has suffered yet another internet shutdown, according to
Chinese state media.

On the heels of North Korea blaminag the United Siates for its
intermittent Internet interruptions this week, China's Xinhua news
agency reporied Saturday that the country’s Intemet and 3G mobile
phone networks were down for at least two hours
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More harsh rhetoric from Pyongyang tonight as the North Korean
government pins blame for that country’s Internet shutdown on
the U.S_, the Associated Press reports. The state-run Korean
Central News Agency said that a spokesman for the Policy De-
partment of the National Defense Commission, North Korea's top
military body led by Kim Jong-un, said in statement, *Obams al-
ways goes reckless in words and deeds like a monkey in a tropi-
cal forest." The rep also blamed the White House for the sporad-
ic Internet shutdown that has hit North Korea this week, in the
wake of President Obama promising the U.S. “will respond pro-
portionally” to the cyber attack on Sony Pictures last month. “The
U.S., a big country. started disturbing the Internet operation of
major media of the DPRK, not knowing shame like children play-
ing a tag,” the spokesman said, also threatening consequences.
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Russia offers support to North
Korea amid Sony hack

AP
y oasl

Associated Press
) : :
3
2

MOSCOW (AP) — Russia on Thursday offered sympathy to North
Korea amid the Sony hacking scandal, saying the movie that sparked
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South Korea preps for cyber attack after nuclear
reactor data leaks

Decamber 23, 2012 16 reading now Read Iater
Hessu Les
wiweet 3| [GEEY 17| & sae o [ shere B submt
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Keystone Pipeline Project
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A worker 3t the Korea Hydro and Nuciear Power Co in South Korea. Photo: Getly images

Seoul: South Korea is investigating the online leak of partial blueprints and operating manuals
for some of its nuclear reactors, as the perpetrator threatens to continue publishing data unless
three facilities are shut by Christmas,
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IRAN STAGES MASSIVE MILITARY DISPLAY
T0 "SEND MESSAGE OF PEACE' TO
NEIGHBORS

Tehran's last massive military exercise was held in May 2013

Image Credits: DoDMedia / Wiki

by RT | DECEMBER 25, 2014

-0 0860

Iran has launched a six-day exercise involving all branches of its
military.

The large-scale, armed forces display is meant as a demonstration of defense capabilifies
and a test of new weapons, Iranian officials said.

Codenamed Mohammad Rasoulallah (Mohammad, the Messenger of God). the drills
launched on Thursday encompass a territory of some 2.2 million square kilometers,
Iranian news television Press TV reported.

It stretches from the Strait of Hormmz and the Sea of Oman, where the Iranian Navy will
be testing its warships and submarines, to the southeastern part of the country, where
units of the army will be participating in maneuvers.

Right on the eve of the drills — the largest in the region — the Iranian military zaid they
planned to bring state-of-the-art missile defense systems into its integrated air defense
shisld, And in September, Iran promised to unveil and launch several new hi-tech radar
systems capable of tracing and identifying smaller flying objects kike spy drones,

A wesk ago chief of Iran’s Navy called on foreign forces to leave the drill zone for the
duration of the exercises saying that # will pose *no danger to foreign forces in the
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Iran tests suicide drone
in military drill

By ALI AKBAR DAREINI
— 12 NOUfE 330

TEHRAN, Iran
(AP) — Iran's
army said Satur-

day it has de-
ployed a suicide
drone for the first
time in massive

ongoing military Do Satgs P~ /
’ .
drills near the X s
Help with the hard part  welightwotchers

strategic Strait of

Hormuz at the en-
trance to the Persian Gulf.

Gen. Ahmad Reza Pourdastan, the army's chief commander of
ground forces, described the unmanned aircraft as a "mobile
bomb," according to state media. which said the aenal device is
designed to sirike air, ground and naval targets.

He did not provide the name of the drone. The conservative
Kayhan daily referred to it as the Yasir, while an oniline news
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US says ISIS not responsible
for downing of Jordanian
fighter jet

FoxNews.com +
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Joman:lSlsthdm warplane, captured pitot - 05:12

Jordan: I1SIS shot down warplane, captured pilot

© Never autoplay videos

U.S. officials confirmed reports Wednesday that a Jordanian fighter jet was shot down in the
fight against Islamic State militants in northern Syria and that the pilot had been captured

But officials denied claims made by the terronst organization that it was responsible for the
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ISIS HACKS U.S. NEWS SITE: 'WE ARE ALREADY HERE

Claims to know ‘where you live, what you eat, your diseases, hesith insurance cards
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“You'll see no mercy. infidels. We are already here, we are in your PCs, in each house, in each
office. With Allah’s permission we begin with Albuguerque.”

That was the omincus message posted by semeone purporting to be
" | sffiliated with the Islamic State who apparently hacked the app of New
D o e j
Mexico's largest newspaper, the Albuguergue Journal, and threatened
Trea}ment Albuguerque residents on Wednesday morning.
Navira

UFDA Il aA &Adzwl



Home Mail Search News Sports Finance Weather Games Answers

e | BT

() W Don't just mask odours
-y

P~ Eliminate them with Febreze.
A3

wmemsree SIS Closing in on Israel
. @ from the North and the
‘inance Home SOUth

1y Portfolio
ly Quotes News o o
i trrheFiscalmimes 2o EL
"ahoo Originals ‘ |
lusiness & Finance The war against
‘ersonal Finance I1SIS is taking a Get a personalized
gt SIDRIOmUS, ROF: retirement plan.
;ontributors haps inevitable
turn. The terror
organization has
FCTByﬁfﬂd{E been keen to ex- » -4
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‘ecommended Games ian capital of Da

mascus. Now it

"f., says it has recruited three Syrian rebel groups operating in the
4 south of the country in an area bordering the Israeli occupied
Jora games » Golan Heights — that have switched their loyalties 1o ISIS

ympare Srokers

This switch means that Israel. the U.S.'s closest ally in the Mid-
dle East, could be threatened from the southwest by the Egyp-
tian IS1S group of Ansar Bait al-Maqdis in Sinai and by 1SIS in
southern Syria.

The ISIS war is not going well at all for the US-led alliance in

Syria. I1SIS and al-Nusra Frent, al-Qaeda’s branch in Syria, are

~
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Out of total desperation given the near-zero chance of gaining
UN Security Council approval of a draft mandating an Israeli
withdrawal from the West Bank, Abbas has now turned to
Russia.

Russia has finally found a
lever with which to gain
revenge on the United States

and the West for its support
for Ukraine. As payback for |

the painful sanctions imposed DecEwesy NG TOTA HOUDAY
FOR EGRE OWHERT O EECT BUCES

on its economy, Moscow 1s

015 MACK ENCILAVE

now brandishing a new

diplomatic sword.

The man who handed the Kremlin this sword on a silver platter,
thereby enabling it to divert the world’s attention away from what 1s
taking place in Ukraine, 1s none other than Palestinian Authority
President Mahmoud Abbas.
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Netanyahu after sniper attack: Israel will
respond strongly against all violence from
Gara

PM comments on IDF's response to sniper fire on patrol emanating from Gaza
earlier on Wednesday.

Israel will respond strongly and with determination against all attacks in the south, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said Wednesday, commenting on the IDF's response to the sniper fire from Gaza.

“We will respond with force every time there is an attempt to disturb the quiet that was attained in the south
after Operation Protective Edge,” Netanyahu said in a statement.

Intelligence Minister Yuval Steinitz said Israel would not accept a deterioration in the security situation on the
Gaza border.

“Hamas needs to understand that if it continues to undermine the security situation on the Gaza border, it
risks a harsh Israeli response, which could turn into a comprehensive military campaign to demolish its
government and military infrastructure,” he said.

Meanwhile, the UN's deputy Mideast envoy, James Rawley, issued a statement urging all parties to maintain
and reinforce the August 26 cease fire that put an end to Operation Protective Edge.

The statement said that Rawley “is deeply concermned by reports of exchange of fire between Palestinian
militants and the 1DF in the southern Gaza Strip today, which resuilted in casualties on both sides. This follows
a series of armed incidents since the end of November.”
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National Security

New issue of jihadist magazine
produced by al-Qaeda in Yemen
suggests attacks on U.S.

6| v |3 = A

Get the WorldView:
By Karen DeYoung December 24 W Follow @karendeyoung1 Sign up for dady updaites rc
A new issue of Inspire, the English-language online magazine E-mail address
produced by al-Qaeda’s affiliate in Yemen, is devoted to “jthad
on America” and suggests targeting major American figures as Adverbisement

well as Western commercial airliners, according to a report

Wednesday by SITE Intelligence Group.

The issue is the 13th since Inspire was first published online in
2010. Its founder, Samir Zafar Khan, was born in Saudi Arabia

to Pakistani parents but grew up in New York state.

Khan, a blogger on jihadist themes who was well-known to U.S. READ MORE
ABOUT US

intelligence, is believed to have traveled to Yemen and joined
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Rise of far-right: Thousands rally at anti-Islam
protest in Germany

) 1) S X A .L
o | 5 MR v R RS
Participants hold German national flags during a demonstration called by anti-
immigration group PEGIDA, a German abbreviation for "Patriotic Europeans against the

Islamization of the West", outside Semperoper opera house in Dresden December 22,
2014. {Reuters / Hannibal Hanschke)

At least 17 500 people took part in a protest against
Isiamization in Germany's eastern city of Dresden

according to pclice. The Monday rally comes as the
atest round of demonstrations organized by the risi

ng far-right PEGIDA movement,

READ MOR

m

» Grounadswell 15,000 join anti-isiamization rally

(=1}

Thousands gathered by Dresden’s iconic opera { ouse, the Se PEroper, 1o cemand
Y J
sian

stricter immigration rules. The organizers, Patrictic Europeans against the Isl
the Occident [PEGIDA), aiso invited participants to do some carol singing.
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Google's Marshmallow-like self-driving car
prototype ready for road testing

Decamber 23, 2014 € reading now Comments | 26 Read later
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Googie's self-driving car. Pholo’ Google

Google's seif-driving car is ready to be road tested.

"We're going to be spending the holidays zipping around our test track, and we hope to see you
on the streets of Northern Califomnia in the new year." the intemet titan's autonomous car team
said in & post 3t Google+ social network on Tuesday.
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Facebook must face lawsuit over scanning of us-
ers' messages: judge
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it man exposed Mercury found in flu shots  \Vaccines sterilize women  Gravity water filters Iab test results CDC sci¢

Scientists inject human brain cells into
mice, making them 'significantly
smarter'

AR N

Frday, December 26, 2014 by: David Gutierrez, staff writer
Tags: human brain cells, mice, infefligence

Doctors Everywhere HATE Him

harma SHOCKED as man reveals a simple, natural cure
any disease (and it's virtually FRE E) Click Here

(NaturalNews) Scientists from the University 64 24

4 o
of Rochester say they have made mice —.
2 . _ wTwest | 8¢ @ save | | Pint
significantly smarier by injecting them at a

young age with human brain cells, according
o a study published in the journal Celi Stem

Cell

The researchers used immature glial cells
uimate  removed from human fetuses that had been
donated for research. Glial cells are a type of

=mpse=d  perve cell that do not transmit signals (as

- neurcns do) but provide a wide variety of
other important functions for the nervous
system, including forming the myelin sheath
around nerve celis and supporting the

ianto neurons
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Scientists use skin cells to create
artificial sperm and egg

r S

lan Sample, science editor
W Foliow @iansample W Foliow @guardian

Researchers in Cambridge made the early-st:

1

They followed the success by showing that the same procedure ca

convert adult skin tissue into prec
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Volume of world's oldest water estimated

LaE

By Reberca Morelle

dent, BBC News

& DORGONIT

The world's oldest water, which is locked deep within the Earth's
crust, is present at a far greater volume than was thought, scientists
report

Related Stories
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Study: There could be life deep beneath the Earth's crust

A new study published in the journal Nature explains that there is
likely more water beneath the Earth's crust than on top of it — and
that below-crust water may contain life.

Researchers from the University of Toronto looked at data from 19
mine sites in Canada, South Africa, and Scandinavia, and found 2.5

cubic miles of water. The water had reacted with billions-of-years-
old Precambrian rocks to produce hydrogen, the BEC reports, which
could be a food source for potential life, The researchers also estimate that their findings
double the amount of hydrogen believed to be on Earth.

The production of hydrogen suggests that "complex microbial communities" could be just
below Earth’s crust, according to the researchers. The ancient water's chemistry is similar to
that of the water found near Earth's deep sea vents.

Mars also has hillions-of-years-old rocks with the potential to produce hydrogen, so the
discovery could have "ramifications for astrobiology" if similar processes are found
occurring there. First, though, scientists are going to look for more evidence closer to home.

--Meshan DeMaria
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Hackers release cache of 13,000 passwords
and credit cards of PlayStation, Xbox and
Amazon users

- Hackers took down PlayStation and Xbox networks on Christmas Day

- Now, hackers have released 13,000 passwords and credit card details

- Amazon, PlayStation and Xbox One users all affected by the latest breach
- Hackers also released Sony's movie The Interview for illegal download

- Thousands of children were disappointed as they could not play online

- The Christmas Day attack was claimed by hacking group Lizard Squad

Ey DARREN BOYLE FOR MAILONLINE

PUBLISHED: 13:17 GMT, 27 December 2014 | UPDATED: 16:05 GMT, 27 Decamber 2014

f[ s [9] P ]2 BY<EEL 2513

IA gang of internet hackers claiming an affiliation with shadowy anarchist group Ancnymous is
claiming it has leaked the details of more than 13,000 users of Playstation, Xbox and online stores
including Amazon.

IThe hackers posted a document online containing username and password combinations. They slsc
added credit card numbers as well as expiry dates.

[The group told their followers that they hacked the account details *for the Lulz’.
Scroll down for video
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NSA reports detail decade's worth
of privacy violations

0o« B0 = 0@ e comsans 273
By Joses Byrnes - 12/26/14 11:33 AM EST

NSA Waits Until Christmas Eve to Reveal a Decade's
Worth of Its Mistakes

Inform

0 <

The National Security Agency has quietly released more than a decade of reports detailing
surveillance activities that potentially violated U.S. citizens' privacy rights.

Covering NSA activities from mid-2001 to 2012, the heavily-redacted reports document possible
abuses, including instances of employses emailing classified information to unauthorized
recipients or issuing “overly broad or poorly constructed data queries that potentially targeted”
Americans

The agency. required by executive order to
submit the reports to the President’s Intelligence
T CHEVROLET Oversight Board, posted the information

HOLTDAY EVENT publicly on Christmas Eve in response to a

ADVERTISEMENT
™)

Freedoem of Information Act request from the
7 - American Civil Liberties Union
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Muslim Group Suing Navy Over
Alleged Beard Discrimination
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HAIRY SITUATION
USLIM GROUP SUES NAVY OVER BEARDS

Dec 28,2014 //10:43am ™  As seen on Fox and Friends Weekend
A Muslim group is suing the Navy on behalf of a man who says he was discriminated
against because of his beard.

The former Navy enlisted man alleges that he requested to keep his beard for religious
reasons and was later made fun of because of it. He also claims he was rejected for a
promotion due to his beard.

The Navy has not commented on the lawsuit.

Read more below from SFGate.com:
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Islamic banking set to boom in Canada

Expert says it would be a win-win, opening Canada to more Shariah-
compliant capital investment
BY DOUGLAS TODD, VANCOUVER SUN ECEMBER
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Aifter emerging largely unscathed from the financial crisis that hammered Font: » A[H A
North American and Eurcpean financial institutions. Islamic banking has
SPOTLIGHTS
momentum.

Watch popular
Worth 31 trillion in assets, Islamic banking is being lauded by British Vancouver Sun Videos
Prime Minister David Cameron and supporied by Canada’s Conservative Follow The Vancouver
govemment, major banks and credit unions, leading business schools and Swron Paoabook

influential Muslims across the country.

Follow The Vancouver
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Egypt bans movie 'Exodus’

Ey Susanna Capelouto, CNN

Jerusalem

20:04

DEVELOPING STORY LIVE

EGYPT BANS MOVIE "EXODUS: GODS AND KINGS" K@ "'

lan Lee ' <y Correspondent 7o

mnd MY

00:06/01:49 1 W §

(CNN) — Another Hollywood movie is running afoul of a foreign
government this month.

Exodus: Geds and Kings" was banned in Egypt

The Ministry of Culture bans the film 'Geds and Kings' for historical
inaccuracies." the Egyptian agency said in a statement

The movie, which stars Christian Bale as Moses. is a re-enactment of
the biblical story of the Jews' escape from slavery in Egypt
more than 3,000 years ago. during the time of the
pharachs. Australian actor Joel Hedgerton plays the
Pharach Ramses in the 20th Century Fox production

Egyptian Culture Minister Jabir Asfour slammed the film as
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What Happens Next In
The Global Economy
Depends On One Thing

BUSINESS symylesudiand v 4 % nnun
INSIDER 21 hours ago

FLICKR/Olle Svensson
It has been a wild few days for global financial markets.

The ruble coliapsed, Russia's central bank raised rates, and oil
was all over the place, all while eguity markets, bond markets,
and currency markets around the world were seesawing back
and forth
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IT'S OFFICIAL: THE WORLDWIDE BAIL-INS
ARE COMING

If they lose a bet, the counterparty to the contract has first dibs
On your money.

J )

Image Credits: Infowars.com

by MARK NESTMANN | LEWROCKWELL.COM | DECEMBER 24,
2014

H-0-H- a0

In case you missed the announcement, Cyprus-styvle bail-ins are
coming to a bank near youn.

On November 16, leaders of the G2o Group of Nations — the 20 largest economies —
made an important dacision. The world’s megabanks now have official permizsion to
pledge depositor accounts as collateral to make leveraged derivative bets. And if they
lose a bet, the countarparty to the contract has first dibs on your money.

The governments of these 20 countries are now supposad to put these arrangements into
Iaw, Most, including the US, have alrsady done so.

You could be forgiven for not paying much attention to the Gao meeting, becaunse it was
mostly “more of the same” — the latast plan to have central banks inject trillions more
dollars into the global economy,
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VISA SUSPENDS SERVICE WITH RUSSIAN
BANKS IN CRIMEA

{’roh{bits business in Crimea until Russia surrenders annexed
erritory

Image Credits: Fosforix Flickr

by MATT BRADWELL | UPI | DECEMBER 26, 2014
0:-0:0 30

Visa cards and lines of credit will no longer be usable in Crimea as
a result of strict economic sanctions placed on Russia by the
United States earlier in December.

“According to the US sanctions imposed against Crimea on Decamber 19, 2014, Viza
currently cannot provide services and offer their products in the Crimea,” Visa Inc, said
m a statement.

“This means that we can no longer issue or acoept bank cards in Crimea. and service
them in ATMs ... As for the time period, these limitations will last until the sanctions are
lifted from Crimea, At the moment it is unclear when this will happen; it will depend on
the development of the political and diplomatic sitnation. VISA continues to follow
closely the events and will provide you with the information as soon as it appears.”

The expanded U.S. sanctions prohibit doing business in Crimea until Russia surrenders
the annexed territory back to the Ukraine,
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Russia on Verge of Junk as S&P Puts Rating
on Negative Watch

y Olga Tanas, Anna Andrnianova and Ye Xie - Dec 23, 2014 12:08 PM MT = 149 Comments & Email @ Print

[84)
[}

Russia may lose its investment-grade credit rating for
thes firat time in a decade after Standard & Poor’s said
it's considenng & cut amid the country’s worst
economic crigis since the 1998 debt default.

Thera’s at least = 50 percent chance that Ruasia will be
lowered to junk within 80 days, S&P said in a statement
as it put the country on negative credit watch. Moody's
Invastors Service and Fitch Ratings rank Russia one
step higher than S&P, which lowsred the rating one
level in Apnl to BEE-

The move “stems from what we view as a rapid
deterioration of Russia’'s monetary flexibility and the
impact of the weakaning economy on its financial

system,” S&P =aid. Oil prices st a five-year low and

sanctions over the conflict in Ukraine have pushed ths world's

biggsst energy exporter to the verge of recession. The centra B|00mbel’QBU$iness-00m
bank in Moscow has spent ons-fifth of its international reserves Launching January 2015.

and increased benchmark interest rates six times aince March, @business
when Russia came under international sanctions after it invaded

Crnmea

While the rubls strengthaned for a third day as the government
told state-run exporters to szl foreign currency, it's atill lost 40
percant against the dollar thie year, tha second-worst performer

among mors than 170 currencies tracked by Eloomberg after

Ukraine’s hryvnia

The ruble remained higher following S&P's announcament,
trading at 54.7005 per dollar as of 1:34 p.m. in New York, up 2
percant from yasterday, Dollar-danominated bonds fsll, sending
yialds on notes dus 2030 up 0.11 parcentagse point to 8.24
parcant Yields touched a five-ysar high of 7.84 percent Dec

16
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Paul Craig Roberts - Russia to unleash
ultimate black swan against the west

Wednesday, December 24, 2014 by: Natural News Editors
Tags: Russia, economic collapss. Paul Craig Roberfs

Doctors Everywhere HATE Him

harma SHOCKED as man reveals a simple, natural cure
any disease (and it's virtually FRE E) Click Here

(NaturalNews) (Story by Eric King, 21 19 0 o =
republished from KingWorldNews.com) S
) ‘m W Twest 3+ ¥ save | | Pinie
Today Dr. Paul Craig Roberts wamed King
ok World News that the Russians are going fo . .
unleash what he called the "ultimate black m m

U.S swan" against the West. Dr. Roberis also This plant fOOd HARMS
°a discussed how a terrifying senes of events .
. . _ your metabolism & heart
:an wouid then bring the Western financial (causes heart attacks in
system to it knees as the banking system New Zealand study)
aty, this completely collapses.
} you

Dr. Roberis: I was listening to the news

foday and there were all these self-righteous
:aching  people just happy as alf get out that they had =
finally stomped Russia into the ground and >> Click here to discover this DEADLY food
'Russia is now finished. ' and Russia was
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SALUTE OUR MILITARY HEROES THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

HOME \ NEWS \ WORLD

Sliding oil prices leave socialist Venezuela on
of financial collapse

President Nicolas Maduro under international pressure for jailing opposition figures
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Game Over Japan: Real
Wages Crash Most In 21st
Century, Savings Rate
Turns MNegative

Submitted By Tyler Durden on
"‘# 12/26/2014 22:05 -0500
&

Abenomics Bank of Japan  Credit Sulsse
Japan HKrugman MNikkal MNone Paul
Krugman recovery Savings Rate
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When about a month ago it was
revealed that Japan's shadow
economic advisor is none other than
Paul Krugman, we said it was only a
mattar of time before the Japansse
economy impledes. Terminally, We
didn't have long to wait and last night
the barrage of Japanese economic
data pretty much assured Japan's
transition into faziled Keynesian state
status.,

In fact, after last night's abysmal
Japanese eco data, we doubt even the
maost lobotomized Keynesian voodoo
priests have anything favorable left to
say about Abenomics: not only did
cora inflation miss expectations and is
now clearly in slowedown mode despite
Japan openly monetizing all gross
Treasury issuance, not only did
industrial production decline 0.5%G
missing expactations of an increase
and record its first decline in 3
maonths with durable goods shipments
crashing, not only did consumer
spending plunge for the Sth straight
month dropping 2.5% in November
{with real spending on housing in
20% freefall}, but - the punchline -
both nominal and real wagaes
imploded, when total cash wages and
overtime pay declined for the first
time in 3 months and 20 months,
respactively.
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Saudi Projects Huge Deficit as Oil
Price Drop Bites

Thursday, 25 Dec 2014 11:54 AM

nShare| Like ED GetLink Email Aticle Comment Contsct Print a4 A
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Saudi Arabia announced a 2015 budget with a huge deficit Thursday as the world's largest
crude exporter begins to feel the impact of its own decision not to shore up oil prices.

The government announced the $38.6 billion deficit on state-run television, saying it
would nonetheless boost projected spending by tapping its vast financial reserves.

The lead producer in the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries, Saudi Arabia ' Y
has insisted the cartel will not move to strengthen global oil prices despite a drop of nearly
50 percent since June.

Emaii:
OPEC has maintained a production ceiling of 30 million barrels per day. in a move i -
analysts say is aimed at stifling competition from new market plavers with higher costs. in Chenley. | Hoits
particular North American shale oil producers. Zip Code:
Special: Biblical Prophecy: Will Jesus Ever Return? Ertvacy: W

Saudi officials have vowed not to boost production no matter hosw low prices go, regardless
of the impact on the country's coffers.

The budget announced for next vear sees spending at 860 billion rivals ($229.3 billion)
and revenues at 715 billion rivals ($190.7 billion).

Projected spending is slightly higher than planned for this vear, but revenues are 140
billion rivals lower than estimates for 2014, said the statement read after a cabinet session
chaired by Crown Prince Salman bin Abdulaziz.

The 2015 budget shortfall is the first deficit projected by the OPEC kingpin since 2011 and
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Saudis hit '‘panic button' at $40
oil: Energy CEO
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Saudi Arabia has insisted that OPEC will keep oil production at 30
million barrels per day no matter the cost of crude, but even the

world's biggest oil exporter has a limit, the CEQ of Breitling Energy told

CNBC on Friday

"] think the panic button is at $40,” Chris Faulkner said in a "Squawk

z
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Oil for peace? China to send 700 peacekeepers to
S. Sudan, signs energy deal

0=0» s> BE0

China has announced it will deploy a 700-strong infantry battalion in South Sudan at the
beginning of 2015. It comes as the war-tormn African country signed an agreement with
Chinese petroleum giant CNPC tc beoost oil production.

China’s Central Military Commission and President Xi Jinping approved a plan to send
an infantry battalion, including 121 officers and 579 soldiers, among them female
soldiers, to the UN peacekeeping mission in South Sudan on Monday, Xinhuz reported
Monday.

It's the first time China has sent infantry trocps to take part in a UN mission, as previous
Chinese peacekeepers were primarily engineers, medical and transportation workers,
and security guards. The first 180 troops will fly to Scuth Sudan in January, with the rest
going in March to perform patrol and security duties in the capital city, Juba.
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India Becoming Third Largest
World Economy Is A Sign Of

Failure, Not Success

+ Comment Now + Follow Comments

An interesting little point following on from the

CEBR report into the size of national economies. Of
course, as we would expect, reports from different
countries about the same report note and detail
different facets of said report. So we've a report out
of SE Asia that looks at the way in which India is set,
within the decade, to become the largest economy in
the Commonwealth and the third largest overall.
This is being seen as a sign of success, of their doing
something right. Which is true in a trivial manner:
but the greater truth is that this is a sign of the
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Ohio homeowner told to take
down his zombie nativity
scene

FoxNews.com -fv W =

The nam

Talk about a nightmare before Christmas

An Ohio homeowner was ordered by town officials to remove a Nativity scene in front of his
house that featured zombies instead of wise men and a baby Jesus.

"l wanted a Nativity and | worked with what | had,”
Jasen Dixon, who manages a nearby haunted
house, told Fox 19. "The neighbors don't like it. My



"Ny

dail LjdzZFaDZ UTAzA oAz Y26la UFkDZ hsi

tuplj 47 = hDziT W fa TG uUla

Tv: o | o | cmenEspanc | mun m U S
- -

World  Politics  Justice  Enfertainment Tech  Health

hEE P4 15
IR - 81

AR CANMADA B0 Jow vme s s

Theft of baby Jesus figure may be hate
crime, authorities say

2y Andreas Preuss. CHN

(CNN) -- The FEIl has joined the investigation into who stole a baby
Jesus from a Haverhill, Massachusetis, nativity scene and replaced it
with a real pig's head

During a press conference Friday, authorities said this case may be
treated as a hate crime

“If our investigation leads us to think this person was motivated by
prejudice towards a religion, it will be treated as a hate cime.”



dFD2z1a Aad noeDd & nDBA& Ga gDad UEDZIF!

AiT Aj ¢ ko 1 fohayNg H 44 @ dpAG B il 2l s DB 31 LA

yiedl piiA il



