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Here | say certain prayers that have been handed down to us through the
centuries
n~,-la . W LY UIADE dIl& . fimreailfalat@e
From the core of the very stone on which Jesus lay an indefinable light
pours forth
RaDhe xDE§+£a» £ b - IS Bpaée o G

This light each year behaves differently

f .80 -5 TS JBRY palNRGU-" X7 I yEd 30 Papa-HAYE - gl lge A
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"l enter the andkneel in holy fear in front of the place where Christ lay after
His death and where He rose again from the dead... (narrates Orthodox
Patriarch Diodor - ed.). | find my way through the darkness towards the
inner chamber in which | fall on my knees. Here | say certain prayers that

have been handed down to us through the centuries and, having said them,



| wait. Sometimes | may wait a few minutes, but normally the miracle
happens immediately after | have said the prayers. From the core of the
very stone on which Jesus lay an indefinable light pours forth. It usually
has a blue tint, but the colour may change and take many different hues. It
cannot be described in human terms. The light rises out of the stone as
mist may rise out of a lake 1J it almost looks as if the stone is covered by a
moist cloud, but it is light. This light each year behaves differently.
Sometimes it covers just the stone, while other times it gives light to the
whole sepulchre, so that people who stand outside the tomb and look into
it will see it filled with light. The light does not burn 13 | have never had my
beard burnt in all the sixteen years | have been Patriarch in Jerusalem and
have received the Holy Fire. The light is of a different consistency than
normal fire that burns in an oil lamp... At a certain point the light rises and
forms a column in which the fire is of a different nature, so that | am able to
light my candles from it. When | thus have received the flame on my
candles, | go out and give the fire first to the Armenian Patriarch and then

to the Coptic. Hereafter | give the flame to all people present in the Church."
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The subject ordered the churches repurposed as horse stables and the

church towers destroyed

Rosseff, Dovid. (2001). Where heaven touches earth : Jewish life in
Jerusalem from Medieval times to the present. Jerusalem : Feldheim

Publishers. p. 6
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ad- Din, Baha. The Rare and Excellent History of Saladin=2002 (First ed.).
Ashgate. pp. 2191 26.
=0 TR i <t a1 S B -tttk Bt 11 SRITOE il o By AR oo, - (LA 2 R
OF lj hDF &1 &

Riley- Smith, Jonathan. The Crusades: A History=2002 (Second ed.). Yale

University Press. p. 146.
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Haris Skarlakidis, The Miracle of the Light of the Resurrection at the Tomb

of Jesus p 150- 156.
The capture of Jerusalem by Sultan Saladin (1187)
Saladin before the Holy Fire (1192)
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http://www.holyfire.org/eng /
a.li ucsopla FWEFWpGAF sH¥s Fpll &a. P

This was not the only attempt. The report writtenthg English chronicler

Gautier Vinisauf, describes what happened in the yEHD2.

"In 1187, the Saracens under the direction of Sultan Salahl¥d took
Jerusalem. In that year, the Sultan desired to be present at the celebration, even
though he was not a Christian. Gautier Vinisauf tells us what happened: "On his
arrival, the celestidire descended suddenly, and the assistants were deeply

moved...the Saracens... said that the fire which they had seen to come down



was produced by fraudulent means. Salah &idn, wishing to expose the
iImposter, caused the lamp, which the fire from Heahew lighted, to be
extinguished, but the lamp relit immediately. He caused it to be extinguished a
second time and a third time, but it relit as of itself. Thereupon, the Sultan,
confounded, cried out in prophetic transport: 'Yes, soon shall | die, ball ose

Jerusalem.™[7]

7. Hvidt N.C. Miracles Encounters Between Heaven And Ear@yldendal. Pp.

203- 229.

Translated by Gotthard trohmaier
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Baha' al- DA The Rare and Excellent History of Saladin=2002 (First ed.).

Ashgate. pp. 19.
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What Saladin did do at the Church of the Holy Sepulcher
was to have the doors to the church closed for three days to
keep everyone out, a protective measure. Then he apparently
ordered that the bells in the campanile be taken down and
broken. Furthermore, having decided not to destroy the church,
he may have ordered one of the two main doors - the right-
hand door - to be walled up. De Sandoli argues that Saladin
reasoned there was no need for two large doors because so few
Christians would remain in the city.*° Finally, for the future
Saladin imposed a tax on anyone, chiefly Christians of course,
who wished to visit the holy sites in the Church of the Holy
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Gautier Vinisauf Histoire des croisades
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Histoire des Croisades textes de Joseph Francois Michaud
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7e5qcAMN8Cw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cEJNBZFqgotY
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“..the light doesn’Biraculausly descent from heaven,

but is lit by the Pal'fiar'ch and then distributed

sanctified to the Faithful"
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Nikephoros Theotokis

Nikephoros Theotokis or Nikiforos Theotokis (Greek:h 1 [ s 34 mu Y
gD 7 i Reesian st Tt 4 SIOEE et a8 rilaeh TS
1800) was a Greek scholar and theologian, who became an archbishop in

the southern provinces of the Russian Empire.
"‘Corfu Greece- Literature". Corfunext.com. Retrieved 2014 03- 05.
14T 3 O S B I B 3l () A0 Vs - il S B 4 =
sYh f || EJseep AARE AN 7-.7 138 PO |j T

LJ . _ . la ySi fhs- .}t xY MBoa I 2018 ze Yy



“..the whole holy fire ceremony is "handmade engineering”
and those involved are light-makers”
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The Practical Works of the Late Reverend and Pious Mr. Richard ..., Volume

3 By Richard Baxter p 568
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the whole holy fire ceremony is handmade engineering and those involved

are light- markers
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Mvnusia ¢ 1oTopiag Twv ABnvaioy / Snuocicudpeva und Anpntpiou Mp. Kapnotpoyhou.

sl i

wterd 1 L3111 i

'~ i
mrtidl] b (RO
) v .

000213647

Kapnoupoyhau, Anpitpiog Tp., 1852-1942,

To Bifhio SwariBeral ka1 o= wn@iaks poper).

Greek, Modern (1453-)
Athens History.
Athens,

GrRePK

Type of Material—Multi Volumes Editions
‘Contributors-—-University of Crete Library
Digital Collections--Greek Digital Bibliography 15th-21st century

Digital Collections--Greek Digital Bibliography 15th-21st century--19th century

University of Crata

University of Crete - Rethymno
Tn apwyn Tou Afpou ABnvaiwv.

OPA 62155/63600-1

http://anemi.lib.uoc.gr/metadata/3/7/5/metadata-446-0000042.tkl ™

: . B

: L e

1 - 554

po ' :_
i

3 Tl
gt}




Mvnusia Tne ioTopiac Tov ABnvaiov / dnuomeudpeva uno AnunTpiou Mp. KapnoupoyAou,
T. A’. Ev ABfvaic: Ex Tou Tunoypagsiou Ahstavdpou Nanayswpyiou, 1889,
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“Eidem - intellecto "quod canonici sepulchri Jerosolimitani,
ignem in idem sepulchrum de celo in vigilia in Pasche descendere
et Redemptorem nostrum Dominum Jhesum Christum inibi

incarceratum fuisse dicentes, locum conflicti carceris sub certo pretig
non sine ignominia divini nominis, venalem exponunt"
-- mandat quatenus tales praesumptiones de cetero prohibeat.
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Catholic priests participated in the ceremony up until the 12th century (aﬂerwards the crusaders

.were exiled from Jerusalem}
April 14, 2017 ROMAN LUNKIN, FOR RETH

Roman Lunkin is PhD, head of the Cenfer for Religious Studies, Institute of Europe, Russian

Academy of Science
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Meet the Russian priest investigating the ‘miraculous’ Holy Fire of Jerusalem
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..we also'do this in remembrance of Your descent in® Hades
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with the lightning of Your divine light You filled the underworld
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remembering your truly joyfuland much desired light
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that divinely shone in the underworld
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we produce this light, as an icon of Your sympathetically

divine appeagance to us [...]
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we spread it among those who believe in You,

who are the true light, and we pray and plead with You,
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who are the true light, and we pray and plead with You,

oh Holiest Lord, so that Youwill elevate [the light] into a gift of sa@uficatidn

and fill ibwith Your divine grace, through the'grace

of Your Most holy and luciferous Sepulcher
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and fill it with Your divine grace, through the grace

of Your Most holy and luciferous Sepulcher

and that You will bless and sanctify those who piously recelVeTt..
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Despota Lord Jesus Christ, the originally shining wisdom of the without
beginning Father. You who dwells in the unapproachable Light;* You who

commanded that Light shine forth from the darkness, who said let it be

Light and there was Light. Oh Lord provider of Light who took us out of the

delusion of darkness and led us to the miraculous Light of Your awareness.
You filled with light and joy the earth through Your incarnate presence and
the underworld through Your descent to Hades and after these through

Your Apostles You announced the light to all nations.

We thank You because through pious faith, you brought us from darkness

to light and we became sons through holy baptism, seeing your glory full of

grace and truth. However,_oh light - giver Lord, oh great light, who said the
people living in darkness.* Despota, Lord, the true light that illumines every
man who comes in the world. The only light of the world and light of the
lives of people, through whose glory the universe was filled, you brought
the light to the world through Your economy of incarnation even though

people loved the darkness rather than the light.



You Lord, giver of light, listen to us sinners and unworthy servants who, at

this moment stand by this Your Most Holy and light bearing Tomb, and

accept us who honour Your Holy Passion, Your most holy Crucifixion, Your
voluntary death, the laying of Your divine body in this holy tomb, Your
burial and Your resurrection after three days, which we joyfully have
already started celebrating, remembering Your descent to Hades, through
which the souls of the righteous You freed in a kingly manner with the

lightning of Your divine light filling the underworld.

So with happy heart and spiritual joy, on this most blessed Saturday, Your
most salvific mysteries which You divinely executed on earth and under the
earth we celebrate, and remembering You, the exhilarating and appealing

light which You divinely shone in the underworld, we celebrate the

appearance of the light, Your congenial divine appearance to us. Because

during the salvific and bright night everything was filled with light, the
heaven, the earth and the underworld through the supernatural mystery of
Your descent to Hades and Your resurredion from the tomb after three

days.



For this reason, we piously take from the light that diligently and eternally
burns on Your light- bearing Sepulchre, we spread it among those who
believe in You, who are the true light, and we pray and plead with You, oh
Holiest Despota, so that You will elevate [the light] into a gift of
sanctification and fill it with Your divine grace, through the grace of Your
Most holy and light- bearing Sepulchre. And those who touch it with piety,
bless and sanctify them, free them from the darkness of passions and make
them worthy of Your brightest dwellings, where the unsetting light of Your
divinity shines. Lord, grant them health and good life and fill their homes

with everything good.

Yes, Lord, the Light- giver, listen to me the sinner at this moment, and
grant to me and to them to walk in Your light and remain in it as long as we
have the light of this temporary life. Lord grant us that the light of our good
works shine in front of the people together with Your without beginning
Father and the Holy Spirit. You appointed us to be the light to the nations
that we shine to those walking in the darkness. But we have loved the

darkness rather than the light, committing evil works.



Anyone who does evil works hates the light according to Your faultless
word. For this we stumble every day due to our sinning because we walk in
the darkness. But make us worthy to live the rest of our life with the eyes
of our minds enlightened. Grant us to live as sons of light and walk in the
light of Your commandments. The bright garment of our baptism which we
have blackened by our evil works, whiten it like the light, you who wears
the light like a garment. Grant us to dress ourselves with the weapons of
light, that we may overcome the lord of darkness, who transforms himself

into an angel of light.

Yes, Lord, as You shone the light to those who are in darkness and under
the shadow of death, likewise, today, shine in our hearts with Your pure
light, so that becoming illumined and warmed up in faith, glorify You the
one and only originally shining light, exhilarating light to everlasting ages.

Amen.
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Meet the Russian priest investigating the ‘miraculous’ Holy Fire
of Jerusalem

CP&S has posted on before. It takes place in the Church of the Holy

Sepulchre in Jerusalem on the feast of the Orthodox Church's cel

S amazin

bration of Holy Saturday. On
30th April this vear, hundreds of pilgrims gathered once more to witness the miracle of the
spontaneous lighting of the Holy Fire, and they were not disappointed, There are those who doubt
the miracle [see below the following article] and now investigations are underway, but for almost

ng, not once has any trickery or intent to deceive been

0]

1.500 years that this has been occ

detected. Now a new investigation is being made by the Russian priest, Fr Gennady Zaridze.

By Victor Khroul in the Catholic Herald today.




The question of the authenticity of the miracle

“As with any other miracle there are people who believe it 15 a fraud and nothing but a masterpiece
of Orthodox propaganda. They believe the Patriarch has a lighter inside of the tomb. These critics,
however, are confronted with a number of problems. Matches and other means of 1gnition are
recent inventions. Only a few hundred years ago lighting a fire was an undertaking that lasted much
longer than the few minutes during which the Patriarch 1s inside the tomb. One then could perhaps
say, he had an o1l lamp burning inside, from which he kindled the candles, but the local authorities
confirmed that they had checked the tomb and found no light inside 1t

The best arguments against a fraud, however, are not the testimonies of the shifting Patriarchs. The
biggest challenges confronting the critics are the thousands of independent testunonies by pilgrims
whose candles were lit spontaneously in front of their eyves without any possible explanation.
According to our investigations, 1t has never been possible to filin any of the candles or o1l lamps
igniting by themselves. However, [ am in the possession of a video filmed by a young engineer
from Bethlehem, Souhel Nabdiel. Mr. Nabdiel has been present at the ceremony of the Holy Fire
since his early childhood. In 1996 he was asked to film the ceremony from the balcony of the dome
of the Church. Present with him on the balcony were a nun and four other believers. The nun stood
at the right hand of Nabdiel On the video one can see how he films down on the crowds. Ata
certain point all lights are turned off — 1t 1s time for the Patriarch to enter the tomb and receive the
Holy Fire. While he 1s still inside the tomb one suddenly hears a scream of surprise and wonder
originating from the nun standing next to Nabdiel. The camera begins to shake, as one hears the
excited voices of the other people present on the balcony. The camera now tums to the right,
whereby it 1s possible to contemplate the cause of the commotion. A big candle held in the hand of
the Russian nun, takes fire in front of all the people present before the patriarch comes out of the
tomb. She holds the candle with shaking hands while making the sign of the Cross over and over
again 1 awe of the miracle she has witnessed. This video appears to be the closest one gets to an

actual filming of the miracle ™
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Is this not a confirmation of its miraculous nature ?

Trans. from newspaper Vera, 21 April 2009:
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The Russian journal Science and Religion, April 2012.
cli % ~1a Tz UHHhNTE LVDZGE 20 FR BHEY TUET Gl
Prof. Alexander Moskovsky,
Prof. Pavel Florensky,
Sergei Soshinskaya

Ta-tyanaShutova.
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For the first time in history, a stron g radio pulse was recorded at the

moment of the Holy FiredJs descent, eman
come closer to describing this event, something majestic for all Orthodox

Christians, as we have found further evidence that the miracle of the Holy

Fire is an actual occurrence and not a hoax or fraud, as some would like to

believe

http://www.skarlakidis.gr/en/thema/17 - 2012- 09- 08- 10- 35- 17.html
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lg2N3m6LFiY
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http://www.drghaly.com/articles/display/13733
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Proskynitaria of Jerusalem, guides for pilgrims to the Holy Land.
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IBVLg7cqU
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h7rR2N0Jano
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