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A?s The Perseids Arive This Week!

How to View the Perseid meteor shower

The best opportunity to

5 meteor shower is during the dark, pre-
47
y

i~

dawn hours of August 13. T treak across the sky from man)

ections. For optimal viewi pen skyline, where you can view the
h"f| on without ob tlb". ons, such as buildings or trees ry to view the
Perseids as far away from artificial lights as possible. The darker the sky,
ett r viewing c>ptr'cn e you can have. Lie on the ground and look straight
up. Reme mbar "“urcyes can take up to 30 minutes to adjust to the darkness,
S0

About the Perseids

The Perseids have been observed for at least 2,000 years and are associated
with the comet Swift-T u'.l which orbits the Sun once ev 33 yea
August, the Earth passes through a cloud of the ¢ om t's debris. This debris
field consists of bits of ice and dust — most over 1,0 years old — and burns
up in Earth’s atmosphere to create one of the best me':,r showers of the
year. The Perseids can be seen all over the sky, but the best viewing
opportunities will be across he northemn hemisphere. Those with sharp eyes
will see that the meteors radiate from the direction of the constellation
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BIG SUNSPOT TURNS TOWARD EARTH: What a difference a few days can
make. Earier this week, sunspot AR2336 was completely invisible. Now it has
grown into a behemoth more than 120,000 km wide. Francois Rouviere sends this
picture from Mougins, France:

SR ——'—“ u 1—*)
‘n A
o

All by itself, the primary dark core in Rouviere's image is twice the size of Earth
These dimensions make the sunspot an easy target for backyard solar

telescopes.

Amateur astronomers are encouraged to monitor developments around this active
region. With an unstable 'beta-gamma’ magnetic field, it is crackling with C-class
solar flares and could unleash an even stronger M-flare as it approaches the
center of the solar disk. Any such eruption in the days ahead will almost surely be
geoeffective. Solar flare alerts: text or voice.
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Earth's most powerful storm of the year roars across
Pacific

f‘ Doyle Rice, USA TODAY
’
f7s21 W3 nis Wass .
RIU [pgenes

The Earth's most powerful storm of 2015 — Super

Typhoon Soudelor — is now roaring Monteqo Bay S

through the western Pacific Ocean with winds of 178 Your next destination  cap

book now pay later »> ZA MR ALL

mph, the equivalent of a Category 5 humicane, the
Photo: NOAA Joint Typhoon Warning Center said Monday.

Northem Mariana Islands, a 48,000-population U.S. commonwestth in the Westem
Pacific. Acting Gov. Ralph D.L.G. Torres declared "a state of disaster and significant
emergency” there on Monday.

Soudelor (SOW-de-lore) is the strongest storm anywhere on the planet so far this year
Typhoons are the Westemn Pacific’s version of hurricanes.

expected to weaken to a Category 3 or 4 storm by then, the typhoon warmning center

SaKd.

The storm slammed into Saipan late Sunday into early Monday, flooding the island’s

7

power plant, ripping off roofs and toppling power poles, the Pz s News in Guam
reported. Hundreds of Saipan residents are in shelters. Some roads remain

impassable, and power and water service are out

“I've seen multiple primary power poles down. I've seen cars flipped over the road. I've
seen lots of tomn roofs,” said John Hirsh, executive director of the American Red Cross

in Saipan

He said an initial assessment shows extensive damage acress the island. Hirsch said it
felt as if the island took a direct hit from the typhoon's full force between 11 p.m
Sunday to 1 a.m. Monday, local time
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Super Typhoon Soudelor Becomes Earth's
Strongest Cyclone of 2015; Moving Toward China,

Taiwan, Japan

r

CENTRAL

Super Typhoon Soudelor Targets China, Taiwan, Japan

Hurricane Specialist Michael Lowry shares the details of super typhoon S

Highlights:

HURRSCANE
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Another Big Typhoa

Targets Taiwan

Super Typhoon

« Super Typhoon Soudelor underwent rapid intensification Monday
and has become the strongest tropical cyclone on Earth so far in
2015.

+ Soudelor is expected to continue to track to the west-northwest
the next several days over open waters of the western Pacific
Ocean.

« This track may bring it near Japan's far southwest Ryukyu Islands,

Soudelor Becomes
',
¢ Earth's Strongest Gy

Strong El Nino's
Impact on Atlantic

Hurricane Season
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away by flash flood in China; 8 bodies recovered

Nine swept

Fosted on A 4. 2015

August 2015 — BEIJING (AP) — A flash flood has struck a scenic area ontside the city of Xi'an in central
China, sweeping away nine Chiness tourists, state media reported Tuesday. Eight bodies have been
recovered. The floed struck Xiaoynhecun Valley on Monday afternoon amid the heaviest rains recorded in the
area in 30 years, the reports said. A team of about 200 police officers. firefighters and paramilitary troocps
searched the area overnight. recovering eight bodies by Tuesday morning. the Xinhua News Agency said.

A former imperial Chinese capital, Xi'an lies in a greenbelt along the ancient Silk Road surrounded by the
mountainous. mostly arid. province of Shaanxi, Many Chinese scenic sites suffer from chronic
mismanagement. poor crowd control and cther safety issues. Emergency services in Xi'an either did not
answer calls or said they had no information about missing pecple or an investization into the incident. —Big
Story
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Japan Heat Wave Intensifies; Death Toll Surges to 55

R

SUNI11:00 AM CST

Will Typhoon Extinguish Heat Wave?

rszlari o

:2lari talks about the possibility of 3 typhoon helpin

The toll from Japan's ongoing heat wave accelerated last week, boosting
the year's tally to 55 heat-related deaths and sending more than 11,000

to the hospital according to new government figures released Tuesday

According to Japan's Fire and Disaster Management Agency, 25 people
died from heat stroke and other heat-related illnesses nationwide during
the week of July 27 through Aug. 2. It was by far the deadliest week so far
this year in Japan, nearly equaling the death toll of 30 in the preceding
three months combined.
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Catastrophic flooding claims 46 lives in Myanmar —
thousands displaced

Posted on A st 4
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August 2015 — MYANMAR — The death toll from flooding in Myanmar has climbed to 46. with more than
200,000 people affected. the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resetilement said Monday. The flooding
has affzcted residents in 11 of Myanmar's 14 states and divisions. the ministry said. In addition to the damage
to housing and farmland, infrastructure has been badly hit, with roads and rail lines cut in many areas and
telecommunication links broken, Myanmar has suffered heavy rains, winds and flooding since Cyclone
Komen made landfall in Bangladesh on 30 July. causing land:lides and damage in different parts of the
country, according to United Nations agencies. “The floods are hitting children and families who are already
very vulnerabls, including those living in camps in Rakhine state.” said Shalni Bahuguna, from the UN
Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

There are 140.000 displaced children and families in Rakhine alone, “Beyond the immediate impact, the
floods will have a longer term impact on the livelihoods of these families,” she warned. According to the
Myanmar Government, 39 people have died and over 200.000 people across the country are in need of
lifesaving assistance, Twelve out of Myanmar's 14 states and regions have been affected by the rains. On 31
July, President U Thein Sein issued a statement declaring natural dizaster zones in four regions. including
Rakhine, where access is limited due to flooding. road blockages and landslides.

“Initial reports indicate that there is extensive damage to shelters and other infrastructare in camps arcund
Sittwe [Rakhine’s capital]. where some 100,000 displaced pecple are stayving.” streszed the UN Office for the
Coordination for Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in an update from 30 July. Limited information is
availablethis this stage on the situation in Magway region and Chin state, In one township alone in Magway,
around 7o villages are reported to be affected by floods and people in the area being relocatad to schools.
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BREAKING NEWS n takes aim at Taiwan

Monster Typhoon takes aim at
Taiwan

Food, water, cots, generators and other federal
emergency supplies were rushed Tuesday from
Hawaii and Guam to help Saipan afier Typhoon
Soudelor biasted through the tiny U.S. island in
the Western Pacific

It's gone. Unco

After hitting the island, the typhoon
igthen \ed into the Earth’s most powerful
n of 2015 — equivalent to a Category 5
hurricane, with sustained winds of 180 m ph —
as it continued Monday across the F’afiﬂc
T\rean By Tuesday evening Soudelor was
downgraded from a super typhoon with winds
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Typhoon Soudelor impacts: at least 17 killed; Grade-IV
emergency issued for hard-hit areas in China

Aungust 2015 — TATWAN - Typhoon Soudelor battered Taiwan and China on Saturday. killing at least 17,
leaving nine missing and causing millions of dollars in damage, Five people were killed while the storm
besieged Taiwan, including a mother and daughter swept cut o s2a, two men killed by falling debriz in
separate incidents and another man pulled from a mudslide, At least twelve died when the storm causad
mudslides and flooding in China, Officials issued a grade-IV emergency, the lowest emerzency level, for areas
hard-hit by Soundelor in China, Xinhua News Agency reported. Two teams were dispatched to Zhejiang and
Fujian provinces to aid those affected by the storm,

Agricaltural damage in Taiwan is estimated to cost arcund 318.¢ million, says the Taipei Times, Damage in
China has been calculated at $617 million, according to Xinhua News Agency. Taiwan's Ministry of Education
reported academic institutional damage reached $4 million nationwide, Taiwan News reported. At least 812
schools were damaged. At one point during the storm, over 4 million Taipower customers were renderad
powerless, a record number of outages previously held by Typhoon Herb, which left 2,76 million powerless in
1696, according to the utility.
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The coastline near the city of Kochi is battered as Typhoon Nangka approached on Thursday packing winds of up to 144
kph. | KYODO

Typhoon Nangka menaces west Japan

A strong typhoon was moving northwest toward Shikoku on Thursday, the

Meteorological Agency said, warning of heavy rainfall and strong winds.

Typhoon Nangka was described as particularly slow-moving, the kind of storm that

can wreak most damage. Fears of landslides prompted the government of Kochi
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All Signs Indicate a New Monster El
Nino Is Coming

‘ George Dvorsky

Ocean conditions in the Pacific Ocean are increasingly suggestive of a potent E1
Nino event later this year, While that might seem like good news to the water-
starved regions of the United States. the resulting torrential rains could be
exceptionally hazardous.

Back in March of this vear, scientists declared that El Nific conditions had
emerged in the Pacific Ocean. Initially, it was thought that the event was too
weak and too late to be of any significance, but conditions have changed over the
past several months, According to NASA and other agencies, surface waters are
getting warmer in the central and eastern Pacific, while conditions to the west
are getting drier and cooler. What's more, these conditions bear a striking
resemblance to the substantial El Nifio event of 1997-98,

e WBT 3P NaIbACGhee 4 2 0 0 @1 + 4



Home / USA

Thunderstorms leave over 42,000 Long Island
residents without power

B
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A total of 42,500 people were without power on Long Island on Tuesday
following intense thunderstorms, accerding to PSEG Long Island.

All of the power outages were in Suffolk County, and most of them are in
Brookhaven. A map of the cutages can be found here.
The severe storms hit the area on Tuesday morning, downing trees and leading

to the partial suspension of the Long Island Rail Road's (LIRR) Port lefferson
branch.

Ljwa A t



The Sudney Forning Herald - deCiSi?nS f
: madewith
Environment Y

Sydney weather: Coldest spell in 26 years and
more chilly mornings ahead

Pater Hannam

ie, south of Hoban 010" Launcesion

Incredible heat in the Middle East
Sydney notched its longest cold spell in 26 years and NSW had its frostiest July since 1937 after

a senies of strong cold fronts dragged unusually cool air over south-eastern Austrslia, the
Bureau of Meteorology said.

The city's run of 11 consecutive nights with temperatures dipping below S degrees was Sydney's
longest such run since 1989, the bureau said in its monthly report. For both mean and minimum
temperatures, it was also the coolest July for the city since 2002.
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Hong Kong (AFP)
- Hong Kong on
Saturday record-
ed its hottest day
since authorities
began taking tem-

perature readings
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Scientists in Norway left completely baffled by

freak storm that dumps 100mm of rain in one
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MIDDLETOWN
Calif (AP)— A
predictable but
painful summer-
time ritual played
out in half a doz-
€n resort commu-
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Callfornla Wlldﬁres 13,000 Under
Evacuation Orders as Rocky Fire
Rages

by TIM STELLOH and HENRY AUSTIN
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CALIFORNIA | -
BURNING 7
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» 2,000 Firefighters on the Front fw & FROM THE WEB  Spcnsarzd Links by Tanoos [i
Lines of California's Rocky Fire 2:38

Thousands of people were ordered out of their homes
Monday after wind-whipped wildfires burned dozens

of buildings across northern California.

Described as "unprecedented" by authorities, the
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