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Plural of 433godsin the ordinary sense; but specifically used (in the
plural thus, especially with the article) of the supremésod occasionally
applied by way of deference teonagistratesand sometimes as a
superlative: - angels, X exceeding, God (gods)idess-ly), X (very) great,
judges, X mighty.


http://www.sacred-texts.com/bib/poly/h0433.htm

wblCbir OF eB CcAKF pMIOF 6y3/1KF cANKF 0
ODOTCYHKOF 63KBF ¢

pOX¥/NIWOF om0 E

H430
s L.
Gl héfm
BDB Definition:
2) (plural)
1a) rulers, judges
1b) divine ones
1c)angels
1d) gods
2) (plural intensivei singular meaning)
2a) god, goddess
2b) godlike one
2c) works or special possessions of God
2d) the (true) God
2e) God
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WT pHANYy OF 1 KHTBH
d Biblical Data:

"God" is the rendering in the English versions of the Hebrew "EI,"
"Eloah," and "Elohim." The existence of God is presupposed

throughout the Bible, no attempt being anywhere made to demonstrate
His reality. Philosophical skepticism belongs to a period diotught

generally posterior to that covered by the Biblical books, Ecclesiastes and
some of the Psalms (xiv., liii., xciv.) alone indicating in any degree in
Biblical Israel a tendency toward Atheism. The controversies of the Earlier
Prophets never treat othe fundamental problems of God's existence or
non-existence; but their polemics are directed to prove that Israel, ready
at all times to accept and worship one or the other god, is under the
obligation to serve Yhwh and none other. Again, the manner a$ H

worship is in dispute, but not His being. The following are the main

Biblical teachings concerning God:
Relation to Nature.

God and the world are distinct. The processes of nature are caused by
God. Nature declares the glory of God: it is His handiworKGen. i.; Ps.
viii., Xix.; Isa. xl. 25 et seq). God is the Creator. As such, He is "in
heaven above and upon the earth beneath” (Deut. iv. 39). His are the

heavens, and His is the earth (Ps. Ixxxix. 12 [A. V. 11]; compare Amos



Iv. 13). He created the woudl by the word of His mouth (Ps. xxxiii. 6, 9).
Natural sequences are His work (Jer. v. 22, 24; Ps. Ixxiv. 45). He
maintains the order of nature (Ps. cxlvii. 89, 1618; Neh. ix. 6). He does
not need the offerings of men, because "the earth is the Lord&nd the
fulness thereof" (Ps. xxiv. 1, 4, /13; compare Isa. i. 11; Jer. vii. 2223,
Micah vi. 6-8).

Nothing is affirmed of His substantial nature.The phrase "spirit of

God" ("rua v Elohim") merely describes the divine energy, and is not to

be taken as enivalent to the phrase "God is a spirit," viz., an assertion

concerning His incorporeality (Zech. iv. 6; Num. xiv. 22; Isa. xI. 13). He
can not, however, be likened to any thing (Ex. xx.-8; Isa. xI. 18) or to
any person (Jer. x. 67). No form is seen whe God speaks (Deut. iv. 15).
He rules supreme as the King of the nations (Jer. x-B). His will comes
to pass (Isa. viii. 9, 10; Iv. 10, 11; Ps. xxxiii. 102, Ixviii. 2-4). He is one,
and none shares with Him His power or rulership (Deut. vi. 4; Isa. x\.
6, xlvi. 10 [A. V. 9]). He is unchangeable, though he was the first and
will be the last (Isa. xli. 4; Mal. iii. 6). All that is, is perishable: God is
everlasting (Isa. xl. 78, 2325; li. 12-13). Hence His help is always
triumphant (Ps. xx. 89, xliv. 4, xlvi. 1-8). He is in all things, places, and
times (Ps. cxxxix. 712). He is not, like man, subject to whim (Num. xxiii.
19; Deut. vii. 9). He is the Judge, searching the innermost parts of man's
being, and knowing all his secrets (Jer. xvi. 17, xvil0, xxiii. 24; Ps.
cxxxix. 1-4). His knowledge is too high for man (Ps. cxxxix. 6, 15, 16).
God's wisdom, however, is the source of human understanding (Ps.
xxxvi. 10). He is "merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in

goodness and truth" (Ex. xxiv. 6-7). But He can not hold the sinner



guiltless {b.). He manifests His supreme lordship in the events of history
(Deut. xxxii. 812; Ps. xxii. 28, 29; Ixxviii. 27). He is the eveiruling

King (Jer. x. 10). He punishes the wicked (Nahum i. 2); He tus their
way upside down (Ps. i. 6). Appearances to the contrary are illusive
(Hab. i. 13, ii. 2; Jer. xii. 12; Ps. x. 1314, xxxvii. 3539, lii. 3-9, Ixii. 11-

13, xcii. 78; Job xxi. 7-9, xxvii. 811, xxxv. 14).

The most common of the originally appelléve names of God is Elohim (
ondx), plural in form though commonly construed with a singular verb
or adjective. This is, most probably, to be explained as the plural of

majesty or excellence, expressing high dignity or greatness: comp.
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wordwhich expresses conceptstddébrewisa { 1 s , = 1) Efohim -~
U divinity. It is apparently related to the Hebrew word

with a s(* ).Elahwordit consists of the Hebremorphologicallythough

and Genesiof plural suffix. Elohim is the third word in the Hebrew text

Its exact significance isBible Hebrewthe occurs frequently throughout

called unto himElohim . 3 :often disputed. lisome cases (e.g. Exodus

in Hebrew out of the midst of the bush ..."), it acts as a singular noun

the grammar (see next section), and is then generally understood to denote
ordinary plural of theln other cases, Elohim acts as Enaelof Godsingle

and refers to the polytheistic notion of multiple géids s ()werd Eloah
Exodus 20:3, "Thou shalt have no other gods before me."). €kample


http://www.babylon.com/definition/Hebrew_language/English
http://www.babylon.com/definition/El_%28god%29/English
http://www.babylon.com/definition/morphology_%28linguistics%29/English
http://www.babylon.com/definition/Eloah/English
http://www.babylon.com/definition/Genesis/English
http://www.babylon.com/definition/Tanakh/English
http://www.babylon.com/definition/God/English
http://www.babylon.com/definition/Israel/English

texts Age Bronzeuse of the word "Elohim" found in the lateay reflect the
be a word denotindJgarit, where Elohim (‘'lhm) was found @anaanitef

creator patriarchakhe 1, «the famly of El) pantheorthe entire Canaanite
. god
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Istae sunt generationes caeli et terrae, quando creata sunt. In die quo

fecit Dominus Deusterram et caelum

These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they
were created, in the day that the. ORD God made the earth and the

heavens
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Adam vero cognovit Evam uxo rem suam, quae concepit et peperit Cain

di cens: AAcqublosinund Vi r um

And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and

said, | have gotten a man from the. ORD
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H259

3 6 A

‘echd

ekh-awd'

A numeral from H258; properly united, that is, one; or (as an ordinal)
first: - a, alike, alone, altogether, and, any (thing), apiece, a certain
[dai-] ly, each (one), + eleven, every, few, first, + highway, a man,

once, one, only, other, some, together.
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bHnyOF bfFlUd OBBF
The author of the Zohar sensed plurality in the Tetragrammaton3 and wrote:

"Come and see the mystery of the word YHVH: there are three steps, each
existing by itself: nevertheless they are One, and so united that one cannot
be separated from the other.eTAncient Holy One is revealed with three

heads, which are united into one, and that head is three exalted. The Ancient
One is described as being three: because the other lights emanating from him
are included in the three. But how can three names befordfiey really

one because we call them one? How three can be one can only be known

through the revelation of the Holy Spirit."4
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HK> For example, these quotes from Bishops and theologians of the early
church are in reference to the declaration which Jesus made in John 14:28:

"The Father is greater than I"

There is no question that John 14:28 is a "problem text" for Trinitarians.
That ane must be answered. I'll get into this lateior now let's look at the

Fathers.

I might concede Origen did not EXPLICITLY teach the Trinity as | have
defined above- however, he was certainly much closer to the orthodox
Trinitarian position than to yo antiTrinitarian position. I'll explain below

with many quotes from Origen.

Origen, although a fine scholar and theologian as you noted, held to many
beliefs that almost all Christians today (whether Catholic, Orthodox, or

Protestant) would consider utlmodox or heretical.

Since the time of St. Jerome, Origen has never been considered orthodox.
Not only did he make ambiguous statements such as your quote regarding
the relation of the Father to the Son (see below), but he also taught-the pre
existence osouls, that Hell was temporary, that everyone (including

demons) would be saved (also known as "universalism"), and he used a very

allegorical method in interpreting Scripture.

The source | will be using is the threelume set | mentioned THE
FAITH OF THE EARLY FATHERS by William A. Jurgens (Liturgical
Press, 1970, 1979) which contains the original quotes of all the major



Church Fathers from the beginning to the end of the entire patristic period
(from St. Clement of Rome 80 A.D. to St. John Damas@éieA.D.)

Here's what Jurgens says concerning Origen and his teaehings

"The disputes known as the Origenist controversies, in respect to the
orthodoxy of his doctrine, arose never during his life, but three times after
his death: c. A.D. 300, c. A.[200, and c. A.D. 550. He was a great scholar
and a great theologian, and strove always to be Catholic in his faith. Yet, he
came finally to be regarded as a heretic, which accounts largely for the fact
that so many of his writings have perished entireliyis. generally stated

that Origen's heresies are nowhere clearer than in his work on 'The
Fundamental Doctrines' [De principiis]. Nevertheless, it should be noted that
he is generally very careful to distinguish between Catholic doctrine and his
own spealations, which latter he presents as no more than possibilities
which would have to stand the test of acceptance or rejection in the teaching
Church. The work undoubtedly suffers from an overly active Platonic
influence, and from allegorical interpretatiof Scripture; yet, it stands

firmly and immovably and without pretence as neither more nor less than a
theological monument of absolutely epic proportions." (Jurgens, volume 1,
p. 189190)

Now let's look at the quote you gave from Origen.

HK> "ORIGEN (C.253) is free from all ambiguity..."l admit”, he says "that

there may be some.....(sic) who maintain that the Saviour is the Most High
God over all, but we do NOT certainly hold such a view, who believe Him

when He said Himself: "THE FATHER WHO SENT ME GREATER



THAN I"; and again: "Clearly we assert.....(sic) that the Son is not mightier
than the Father, but INFERIOR." (The Gospel According To John B.F.

Wescott commentary p.213)

First, it looks like you are quoting from a secondary source. Do you have
Origen's own writings themselves? Jurgens supplies quite a list although not

the exact quote you give from John 14:28.

Yes, it does look like Origen interpreted John 14:28 to mean that Christ was
"inferior" (although what Origen means by this is not cleanature to God
the Father. However, the statement that Origen "is free from all ambiguity"

is simply not true.

Look at some of Origen's other statements on-tljirmy comments appear

in brackets]

"The specific points which are clearly handed down thrabghapostolic
preaching are these: First, that ther® ME GODwho created and arranged
all things, and who, wheNOTHING existed CALLED ALL THINGS

INTO EXISTENCE....and that in the final period this God, just as He had
promised beforehand through theptets, sent the Lord Jesus Christ....

"Secondly, that Jesus Christ Himself, who came, was born of the Father
BEFORE all creatures [i.e. Christ Himself MOT a creature or created
thing]; and after He had ministered to the FathefHE CREATION OF
ALL THINGS [i.e. Christ HimselflCREATED ALL THINGS] -- for

through HHIMWERE ALL THINGS MADE [i.e. John 1:3}- in the final
period he emptied Himself and was made man. AlthadigiWwAS GOD

He took flesh; and having been made ntéis, REMAINED WHAT HE



WAS, GOD Hetook a body like our body, differing only in this, that it was
born of a VirginAND THE HOLY SPIRIT.

"Moreover, this Jesus Christ was truly born and truly suffered; and He
endured this ordinary death, not in mere appearance, but did truly die; for He
truly rose again from the dead, and after His resurrection He conversed with
His disciples, and was taken up. Third, they handed it dowiT Hhiat

HOLY SPIRIT IS ASSOCIATED IN HONOR AND DIGNITY WITH

THE FATHER AND THE SON [sounds like the Trinity to me].

"...And it is most clearly taught in the Churches that this Spirit inspired each
one of the holy men, whether Prophets or Apostles; and that there was not
one Spirit in the men of old, and another in those who were inspired after the

coming of Christ."

(De Pringpiis or The Fundamental Doctrines 1:preface:4, from Jurgens,
volume 1, p. 191)

"John says in the Gospel, '‘No one has at any time seen God' [John 1:18],
clearly declaring to all who are able to understand, that thereNARWRE

to which God is visible: ot as if He were indeed visible NATURE....He

is by NATURE impossible to be seen. And if you should ask of me what |
think even of the Onkpegotten Himself [the Son], whether | could say that
the NATURE of God, which is naturally invisible, is not visgeven to
Him....for we will give you a logical answer. [compNATURE to DEITY

below]

"For it is just as unsuitable to say that 8@Nis able to see theATHER,
as it is unbecoming to suppose thati@LY SPIRIT is able to see the



SON It is one thilg to see, another to know. To see and to be seen belongs
to bodies. To know and to be known belongs to an intellectual being [or
NATURE in Latin]. That, therefore, which is proper to bodies is not to be
attributed to either thEATHER or to theSON BUT THAT WHICH
PERTAINS TO DEITY IS COMMON TO THE FATHER AND THE

SON"

(The Fundamental Doctrines 1:1:8, Jurgens, volume 1, p. 193)
[and now for a more ambiguous statement]

"For we doNOT hold that which the heretics imagine: that some part of the
substance of @d was converted into the Son, or that the Son was procreated
by the Father from neexistent substances, that is, from a substance outside
Himself, so thalHERE WERE A TIME WHEN HE DID NOT EXIST

[i.e. the SOoPALWAY Sexisted according to Origen].

"No, rejecting every suggestion of corporality, we hold that the Word and
Wisdom was begotte@UT OF the invisible and incorporeal God, without
anything corporal being acted upon, in the manner of an act of the will
proceeding from the mind....The expression whiehemploy, however;
that therdNEVER was a time when He did not existis to be taken with a

certain allowance.

"For these very wordd/HEN andNEVER are terms of temporal
significance, while whatever is said of RATHER, SON andHOLY
SPIRIT, is to be understood as transcendkhd. TIME , ALL AGES, and
ALL ETERNITY.



[here is where Origen specifically uses the term "Trinity"]

"For it is theTRINITY ALONE which exceeds every sense in which not
only temporal but eveBTERNAL may be understood. ig all OTHER
things [i.e. not th&&ON, not theHOLY SPIRIT], indeed, which are
OUTSIDE the TRINITY, which are to be measured by times and ages."

(The Fundamental Doctrines 4:4:1, Jurgens, volume 1, p. 199)
[and a less ambiguous statement]

"We believe, howver that there alBEHREE PERSONS theFATHER and

the SONand theHOLY SPIRIT; and we believe none to be unbegotten
except the Father [however, clearly from the above Origen does not say the
SONwasCREATED -- hence "begotten" is ambiguous]. We admit, asem
pious and true, tha&LL THINGS were produced through tWM¢ORD, and

that theHOLY SPIRIT is the most excellent and the first in order of all that
was produced by the Father through Christ."

(Commentaries on John 2:6 [al 2,10,75], Jurgens, volume202).

So in conclusion, Origen can certainly be considered more within the
Trinitarian camp than in your camp. IOW, Origen was implicitly (if not
explicitly) a Trinitarian, although he made some ambiguous statements
concerning the relation of the Fathettlie Son.

Next up--



TERTULLIAN (c. 155- 250 A.D.)

HK> Tertullian wrote: "...but the Logos did not become Son of God until He
was brought forth to be the instrument of creation; there was a time when the
Son (as Son) did not exist (Adv Hermog. 3). The Father has the fullness of
Deity, the Son ONLY A PORTION BIT, derived from Him." Tertullian is
relying on the subordinationist Logos doctrine of the apologists, especially

Theophillus,” (SchafHerzog Encyclopedia Of Religious Knowledge)

Here you are wrong on Tertullian. Not only did Tertullian believe in the
Trinity, he formulated the basic terminology used in formal expressions of
the doctrine. The word "Trinity" (Latin trinitas) as well as the distinction
between "one God" and "three persons" was first developed by Tertullian
he wrote explicitly of "a Triity of ONE divinity, Father, Son and Holy

Spirit" (from De Pudicitia 21). I'll demonstrate this below.

You are again quoting from a secondary source. The phrase you quoted
"...there was a time when the Son (as Son) did not exist" was NOT made by
Tertullianhimself but by a modern scholar to summarize a statement made
by Tertullian (see "Elucidations" in the ANF 3:629 by Schaff), who argued
that God was always God, but not always Father of the Son. The full context
of the statement is found in Jurgens

"We say that the name of God always existed with Himself and in Himself,
but the name of Lord not always. There is a difference in what is to be
understood by each of the terms. God, of course, is the name of the
SUBSTANCEitself, which is Divinity; Lord, howver, is not the name of a



substance but of a power. TBEIBSTANCE | maintain ALWAY S
EXISTED with its own name, which i&OD [see below concerning the
SON.

"The name Lord came afterwards, when, of course, something was added.
Ever since those things agto exist, over which the power of the Lord
might act, from that very moment, through the accession of power, He both
became Lord and received that name. God is Father and likewise God is
Judge; but it does not follow that He is always Father and Jsoiggly on

the grounds that He is always God; for He could not be Father before the

Son was, nor Judge before there was sin."
(Against Hermogenes 34, Jurgens, volume 1, p. 134)

Here Tertullian is asserting that the title of "Son" did not apply to thenslec
person of the Trinity until he began to relate to the "Father" as a "Son" in the
work of creation (Heb 1:1ff; John 1:1ff).

But did Tertullian believe in the Trinity as | have defined above?
Yes, he certainly dig- (all from Against Praxeas)

"We do inceed believe that there GNLY ONE GOD but we believe that
under this dispensation, or as we sajkonomia [relationship between the
persons], there is also a Son of this one only God, His Word [Sermo], who
proceeded from Him, and through whom all srwere made and
WITHOUT WHOM nothing was made [John 1:3]. We believe that He was
sent by the Father into a Virgin and was born of 8D AND MAN, Son

of Man and Son of God, and was called by the name Jesus Christ....



"We believe that He sent down frohetFather, in accord with His own
promise, the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, the Sanctifier of the faith of those
who believe in th&ATHER and in theSONand in theHOLY SPIRIT."

"...in the case of the present heresy, which considers itself to have the pure
truth when it supposes that one cannot believe lOthE ONLY GODin

any other way than by saying that Father, Son, and Spirit are the very
selfsame Person [i.e. Monarchianism]. As if One were not All even in this
way, thatALL [THREE PERSON$ ARE ONE -- throughUNITY OF
SUBSTANCE of course!"

"And at the same time the mystery of thé&konomia is safeguarded, for the
UNITY is distributed in &RINITY [Latin trinitas]. Placed in order, the
THREE areFATHER, SON andSPIRIT. THEY areTHREE, however,

not in condition, but in degree [non statu sed gradu], not in substance, but in
form [nec substantia sed forma], not in power, but in kind [nec potestate sed
specie],OF ONE SUBSTANCE however, and one condition, aGiNE

POWER, BECAUSE HE IS ONE GOD OF WHOMHESE DEGREES

AND FORMS AND KINDS ARE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT IN THE

NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON, AND OF THE HOLY
SPIRIT."

"Keep always in mind the rule of faith which | profess and by which | bear
witness thalHE FATHER AND THE SON AND THE SPIRIT ARE
INSEPARABLE FROM EACH OTHER and then you will understand

what is meant by it.



"Observe, now, that | say the Father is other, and the Son is other, and the
Spirit is other. This statementV8RONGLY understood by every

uneducated or perversely disposedvidiial, as if it meant diversity and
implied by that diversity SEPARATION of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

"l say this, however, out of necessity, since they contend that the Father and
the Son and the Spirit are the selfsame Person, thus extollingttaahy

at the expense of theikonomia [relationship between the persorsihat

the Son is other than the Father not by diversity but by distribution. He is not
other by division but bDISTINCTION; for the Father is not tteAME as

the Son, since tlyeDIFFER one from another by a kind of measure

[modulo alius ab alio].
[next is the part you quotedbut you ignored the whole context]

"The Father is the whole substance, while the Son, indeed, is a derivation
and portion of the whole [derivatio toties$ portio] as He Himself professes:
'‘Because the Father is greater than I' [John 14:28]. In the psalm His minority
Is sung as being a little less than the angels [Psalm 8:6]. Thus the Father is
OTHER than the Son, because He is greater than the S®OMITION J;
because He that beget€O$HER than Him that is begotten; because He

that sends I© THER than Him that is sent; because He that makes
something iOTHER than him through whom He makes@THER refers

to distinction oPERSONSwithin the TRINITY ].

"Happily the Lord Himself used this expression in regard td’tERSONof
the ParacleteHOLY SPIRIT], signifying not division but disposition: 'l will
ask the Father,' He says, 'and He will sendANOTHER Advocate, the



Spirit of truth' [John 14:16]. Tis He showed that the SomrO3HER than
the Father. He showed in the ParacletéiéRD degree, just as we believe
that the Son is SECONDdegree, by reason of tlilRDER observed in the

-oikonomia [relationship]."

"We who by the grace of God examine timeets and the motives of the
Scriptures, and who are disciples not of men but especially of the Paraclete,
we do indeed define thAHERE ARE TWQ, FATHER andSON, and

WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT EVEN A THIRD, in accord with the principle

of the-oikonomia, whichdistinguishes as tNUMBER, lest, as your

perversity would infer, the Father Himself be believed to have been born and
to have suffered [called Patripassianism], which in fact, it is not lawful to

believe, since it has not been handed down.

"That there ard WO Gods andf'WO Lords, however, is a statement which
we will NEVER ALLOW to issue from our mouth not as if the Father and
the So'WERE NOT GOD, NORhe SPIRIT GOD, andEACH OF THEM
GOD; but formerlyTWO were spoken of aODSandTWO asLORDS so
that when Christ would come, He might both be acknowledg&OD
AND BE CALLED LORD BECAUSE HE IS THE SON OF HIM WHO

IS BOTH GOD AND LORD"

"The Father and the Son are distinguished by what is proper to each. He
promises to send the Paraclete alsoythom He will ask the Father, after

He has ascended to the Father; and He calls the ParaN@&HER' [John
14:16]. How it is that He is ‘another' we have already explained. Further, He
says, 'He will receive of what is mine,' just as He Himself hesived from

the Father.



"Thus the connection of the Father in the Son, and of the Son in the
Paraclete, producdHREE who, though coherent, aBASTINCT ONE
FROM ANOTHER. THESE THREE ARE ONE and yetNOT one: for 'l
and the FatheARE ONE [John 10:30] wa said in regard to theWNITY
OF SUBSTANCE but not in regard to a singularity of number."

“This, then, must be the point of our inquiry: How the Word [Sermo]

became flesh [John 1:14], whether as if by being transfigured in the flesh, or
by actuallybeing clothed in the flesh. Certainly it was by actually being
clothed in flesh; for it is still necessary to believe that God is immutable and

unchanging, inasmuch as He is eternal....

"God, however, neither ceases to be, nor can He become other thean He |
THE WORD, INDEED, IS GOD[John 1:1]....In fact, however, we find

Him expressly set forth &0D AND MAN....We see a twofold state, not
confused but conjoined @NE PERSON, JESUS, GOD AND MAN

(Against Praxeas 2:4; 9:1-3; 13:56; 25:1; 27:7,16L1; Jugens, volume 1,
p. 154157)

| think these statements are very clear. Tertullian was explicitly a Trinitarian.
Next --



HK> "NOVATIAN (c. 250) is scarcly less bold in his mode of expression:

‘It is necessary that [the Father] have priority (prior sit) as Father, since He
who knew no origin must needs have precedence over (antecedat) Him who
has an origin. At the same time [the Son] must be LESS, sinkadves

that He is in Him AS HAVING AN ORIGIN because He is BORN'"." (The
Gospel of John According to B.F. Wescott Commentary p.213)

Again, as with Origen, Novatian is not considered completely orthodox by
the Catholic Church. In fact, he began a sect (Nan&t schism) which

spread with some success to Spain and to Syria. In the latter place it lasted
for several centuries. The sect was schismatic not so much for doctrinal
differences but for its insistence on rigorist practices (Jurgens, volume 1, p.
246).

Why didn't you quote from the major arfiféicene Saints- St. Ignatius, St.
Justin, St. Irenaeus, St. Cyprian? I'll show you why belawey all
believed in the Trinity.

The guote you are giving above comes from a work of Novatian titled....
THE TRINIT Y! (Latin De Trinitate c. 235 A.D.) so obviously he didn't

deny the Trinity explicitly-- he was more in Origen's camp.

There isNO Church Father that explicitly says"l deny the Trinity... | deny
God is three persons.....I deny the Son is God....."Yet®, there was a
certain development of doctrine but no one really explicitly denied the

Trinity of God in three persons.

Here's the quotes from Novatian's De Trinitate ("The Trinky")



“Neither, then, do we acknowledge as our Christ the Christ dfdtetics
[Gnostics], who, as it is said, was but an appearance and not a reality; for He
had done nothing real among all the actions He performed, if He was
Himself a phantasm and not a reality. Nor do we acknowledge one who had
nothing of our flesh in Hirself, since He received nothing of Mary; nor one
who did not come to us, since He appeared as a vision and not in our
substance; nor one who put on flesh which was either ethereal or starry, as
other heretics would have it. We could perceive no salvations in Him,

if we could not recognize in Him even the solidity of our flesh.

"We do not treat of the substance of [Christ's] body in such a way as to say
that He was only and solely a man; rather, we hold that by the association of
the DIVINITY of the Wad in that very corporalityfdlE WAS, in accord

with the ScripturesALSO GOD[John 1:1; Col 2:9].

"It is [the HOLY SPIRIT] that effects with water a second birttE

[personal pronoun[S a kind of seed of divine generation and the
consecrator of heavenbjrth, the pledge of a promised inheritance [Eph
1:14], and, as it were, a kind of surety bond of eternal salvatiorHE is
[personal pronoun] that can make of us a temple of God [1 Cor 3:17], and
can complete us &$lS houseHE [personal pronoun] thaian accost the
divine ears for us with unutterable groaning [Rom 8:26], fulfilling the duties
of advocate and performing the functions of defertée[personal pronoun]

that is an inhabitant given to our bodies, and a worker of holiness.

[next is the paryou quoted- although you ignored context again]



"God the Father, founder and creator of all things, who alone knows no
beginning, who is invisible, immeasureable, immortal, and etermaNs
GOD. Neither His greatness nor His majesty nor His poweipcasibly be
- | should not say exceeded, for they cannot even be equaR€M Him,
when He willed it, th&VORDwas bornHIS SON. ...And the latter, since
He was born of the Father, AAWAYS IN the Father. And | do indeed say
ALWAYS, not to prove Him unborn, but botHE THAT EXISTS

BEFORE ALL TIME must be said to have bek the Fathe ALWAY S

for HE THAT EXISTS BEFORE ALL TIME cannot be spoken of in
relation to time. AndALWAY Smust He béN the Father, otherwise the
Father were ot ALWAY Sthe Father. And yet the Father even precedes
Him, because it is necessary for the Father to be prior, in order to be the
Father.

"It is necessary for Him who knows no origin to be antecedant to Him who
has an origin...He, then, when the Fathdiediit, PROCEEDED FROM
the Father. And He that wéld the Father because He waROM the
Father, was afterward¥ITH the Father because F&ROCEEDED FROM
the Father- thatDIVINE SUBSTANCE, | mean, whose name\gORD,
and through whomLL THINGS WERE MADE [John 1:3], and
WITHOUT WHOM WAS MADE NOTHING. ForALL THINGS are
AFTER Him, because they are made through Him; and properly He is
BEFORE ALL THINGS but AFTER the Father, sincALL THINGS were
made through Him, while He proceeded from Him of whose Withangs
were made: assuredME IS GOD PROCEEDING FROM GOD,
CAUSING, A SON, A SECOND PERSON AFTER THE FATHER, BUT



NOT TAKING AWAY FROM THE FATHER THE FACT THAT GOD IS
ONE."

(The Trinity, 10, 11, 29, 31, Jurgens, vol 1, p. 24k3)

This is somewhat amhbigus but seems to agree with Origen. This is a far
cry from denying the Trinity and saying "Christ WGREATED." Clearly,
Novatian believed that ChrisAS THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGSand
wasBEFORE ALL THINGS, that Christ iS5OD, that the Holy Spirit is a
PERSON and that God i©NE. Sounds like the Trinity to me.

How Novatian put all this together was a little ambiguous but he certainly

cannot be said to deny the Trinity, the title of this work!

Now let's go into some of the aritecene Fathers and Sainkat you did

not mention. First up-

“Ignatius, also called Theophorus, to the Church at Ephesus in Asia, which
Is worthy of all felicitation, blessed as it is with greatness by the fullness of
GOD THE FATHER, predestinedFfROM ETERNITY for a glory that is
lasting and unchanging/NITED and closen through true suffering by the
will of the FathedlN JESUS CHRIST OUR GOD..."



"There is ONE Physician, who is both flesh and spirit, #dd®D NOT
BORN, WHO IS GOD IN MAN true life in death, both from Ma&ND
FROM GOD, first able to suffer and themable to sufferJESUS CHRIST
OUR LORD"

"You are like stones for a temple of the Father, prepared for the edifice of
GOD THE FATHER, hoisted to the heights by the craned BEUS

CHRIST, which is the cross, using for a ropdE HOLY SPIRIT. Your

faith is what pulls you up, and love is the road which leadslYp@GOD."

"For OUR GOD, JESUS CHRISTwas conceived by Mary in accord with
GOD'Splan: of the seed of David, it is true, RALSO OF THE HOLY
SPIRIT."

(Letter to Ephesians addr; 7:21918:2; Jurgens, vol 1, p. 118)

"The prophets, who were men @D, lived according tdESUS CHRIST

For that reason they were persecuted, inspired as they were by His grace to
convince the disobedient thBHERE IS ONE GOD, WHOmanifested

Himself throigh HIS SON, JESUS CHRISTwho isHIS WORD

proceeding from silence, and who was in all respects pleasing to Him that
sent Him....through which mystery we received faith, through which also we
suffer in order to be found to be disciples of Jesus ChrisQbilrY Teacher

-- how then will we be able to live without Him of whom even the propehts
were disciplesN THE SPIRIT, and to whom they looked forward as their

Teacher...."

"Take care, therefore, to be confirmed in the decrees af@RD and of the

Apostles in order that in everything you do, you may prosper in body and in



soul, in faith and in lovdN SON AND IN FATHER AND IN SPIRIT, in

beginning and in end, together with your most reverend bishop..."
(Letter to the Magnesians 82t 9:1-2; 13:1; Jurgeng. 1320)

"Ignatius, also called Theophorus, to the Church that has found mercy in the
greatness of the Most High Fat#&XD in Jesus Christ, His only Son; to the
Church beloved and enlightened after the love of Jesus Chu&t,GOD

by the will of Him that has willed everything which is; to the Church also
which holds the presidency in the place of the country of the
Romans...named after ChrSND named after the Father: her therefore do |
salute in the name of Jesus Christ, the Son of the Fathero3®\tho are

united in flesh and in spirit by every commandment of His, who are filled
with the grace o6GOD without wavering, and who are filtered clear of every

foreign stain, | wish an unalloyed joy in Jesus Ch@diR GOD"
(Letter to the Romans addsgsurgens, p. 21)

"l give glory to Jesus ChristHE GOD who has made you wise; for | have
observed that you are set in faith unshakable, as if nailed to the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ in body and in soul; and that you are confirmed in love by
the Blaod of Christ, firmly believing in regard to our Lord that HERULY

of the family of David according to tHe_LESH, andGOD'S SONby the

will and power ofGOD, truly born of a Virgin, baptized by John so that all
justice might be fulfilled by Him..."

(Letter to the Smyrnaeans 1:1; Jurgens, p. 24)



Aristides of Athens(c. 140 A.D.)

"Christians trace their origin to the Lord Jesus Christ. He that came down
from heaven in the ély Spirit for the salvation of men is confessed to be the
Son of the Most High God. He was born of a holy Virgin without seed of

man, and took flesh without defilement; and He appeared among men so that
He might recall them from tHEERROR OF POLYTHEISM. they who

continue to observe the righteousness which was preached by His disciples
are called Christians. These are they who, above every people of the earth,
have found the truth; for they acknowledg®D, the Creator and Maker of

all things,IN the onlybegotterSONandIN theHOLY SPIRIT. Other than

HIM , no god do they worship. They have the commandments of the Lord

Jesus Christ impressed upon their hearts...."

(Apology 15; Jurgens, p. 49)

"Well, we do indeed proclaim ourselves atheists in respect to those whom
you call gods, but not in regard to tROST TRUE GOD the Father of
righteousness and temperance and the othtelesi...On the contrary, we
reverence and worship HIAND THE SONwho came forth from Him and
taught us these thing&sND THE PROPHETIC SPIRIT..."



"...they are led by us to a place where there is water; and there they are
reborn in the same kind of rethirin which we ourselves were reborn: in the
name ofGOD, the Lord and Father of alhND of our Savior, Jesus Christ,
AND of the Holy Spirit, they receive the washing with water...."

"Although the Jews were always of the opinion that it was the Father of all
who had spoken to Mosd3, WAS IN FACT THE SON OF GOD who is
called both Angel and Apostle, who spoke to him; they are, therefore, justly
accused by both tHRROPHETIC SPIRIT ANDBY CHRIST HIMSELF

of knowing neither the Father nor the Son. They who assert that the Son is
the Father are proved to know neither the Father, nor that the Father of all
has a Son, who is both the fisdrn Word of GodAND IS GOD[John

il S

"...but sirce Jesus Christ our Savior was made incarnate by the word of God
and had both flesh and blood for our salvation, so too, as we have been
taught, the food which has been made into the Eucharist by the Eucharistic
prayer set down by Him, and by the changwbich our blood and flesh is

nourished, is both the flesh and the blood of that incarnated Jesus."

"For everything that has been given to our use, we praise the Creator of all
THROUGH HIS SON JESUS CHRIST AND THROUGH THE HOLY
SPIRIT."

(First Apology 6, 6163, 66, 67; Jurgens, p. 51,-58)

"To the Father of all, who is unbegotten, no name is given; for anyone who
has been given a name has received the name from someone older than

himself. Father and God and Creator and Lord and Master are not names but



appellations derived form His beneficences and works. His Son, who alone
is properly called Son, who w&OTH WITH HIM AND WAS

BEGOTTEN BY HIM BEFORE ANYTHING WAS CREATED when in

the beginning the Father created and put everything in order through Him

He is called Christ, from His being anointed...."
(Second Apology 6; Jurgens, p. 57)

"...It is inescapable that this is the Christ of God...that Heegisted as the
Son of the Creator of all thingBEING GOD, and that He was born a man
by the Virgin."

(Dialogue with Trypho 48; Jurgens, p. 60)

"The activities of Christ after His Baptism, and especially His miracles, gave
indicationand assurance to the world@HE DEITY hidden in His flesh.
BEING GOD and likewise perfect man, He gave positive indications of His
two naturesOF HIS DEITY, by the miracles during the three years

following after His Baptism; of His humanity, in the tiyiyears which came
before His Baptism, during which, by reason of His condition according to
the flesh, He concealed the signd1$ DEITY, although He wasHE

TRUE GOD EXISTING BEFORE THE AGES'

(Fragment in Anastasius of Sinai, The Guide, Ch 13; Jsrger81)



“The Son of God is the Word of the Father, in thought and in actuglity.
HIM AND THROUGH HIM ALL THINGS WERE MADE , the Father and
the SOMBEING ONE. Since the Son i\ the Father and the Fatheilé

the SorBY THE UNITY AND POWER OF THE SPIRIT, the Mind and
Word of the Father is the Son of God. And if, in your exceedingly great
wisdom, it occurs to you to inquire whatmeant by ‘the Son’, | will tell you
briefly: He is the Firsbegotten of the FathelOT AS HAVING BEEN
PRODUCED-- FOR FROM THE BEGINNING GOD HAD THE WORD
IN HIMSELF ... Who, then, would not be astonished to hear those called
atheists, who speak &OD THE FATHER AND OF GOD THE SON

AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, and who proclainrfTHEIR power in

UNION andTHEIR distinction in order...Just as we assert that there is a
God, and a Son who is His Word, and a Holy SpitRITED IN POWER -

- THE FATHER, THE SON, AND THE SPIRIT...."

(Supplication for the Christians 10, 24; Jurgens, p. 70)



"God, therefore, having His own Word [the Son] intdgnia His very
organs, begot Him, emitting HIlLONG WITH His own Wisdom [the

Holy Spirit], BEFORE ALL THINGS. He had this Word for a Helper in the
things which He made, aidHROUGH HIM WERE ALL THINGS
CREATED. He is called Beginning [Rev 3:14 arche] hessmHeERULES
[archei] and has dominic@BVER EVERYTHING WHICH WAS
FASHIONED BY HIM....

"He, then, being Spirit of God and Beginning and Wisdom and Power of the
Most High, descended upon the prophets and through them spoke of the
creation of the world and @fll the rest; for the prophets did not exist when
the world came to be, but there was Wisdom, whichIlNadim and which
wasOF God,AND His Holy Word,WHO IS ETERNALLY PRESENT

WITH HIM ."

"The three days before the luminaries were created are types of the
TRINITY [this is the first recorded use of the term referring to the
Godhead]GOD [the Father]HIS WORD [the Son], AND HIS WISDOM
[the Holy Spirit]."

"And what else is this voice, but the Word of God, which also is His Son,

not as poets and writers of myths tell of the sons of gods begotten of
intercourse, but, as truth recounts, the WidiICH ALWAYS EXISTS

internally in the heart of God?OR BEFORE ANYTHING WAS

CREATED, He had this Counsellor, being His own Mind and Thought; and
when God wished to create what He had decided upon, He begot this uttered
Word, the Firstoorn of all creation, not emptying Himself of the Word, but
having begotten the Wordnd conversindLWAY S WITH His Word.



“This is what the Holy Scriptures teach us, as do all the inspired men, one of
whom, John, says, 'In beginning was the Word, and the Wor&d\vEd

God' [John 1:1], showing that at first God was al@¢D the Word wadN

Him. Then he says, 'And the Word was God; all things were made through
Him, andWITHOUT HIM was madéNOTHING' [1:3]. The Word, then,

BEING GOD and beingGENERATED FROM [ambiguous term here]

God, is sent to any place at the will of the Father of the tsey@and when

He comes, having been sent by Him and being found in place, He is both

heard and seen."

(To Autolycus 2:10; 2:15; 2:22; Jurgens, p- 7%

(excerpts fromMAGAINST HERESIES Jurgens, p. 8404)

"For the Church, although dispersed throughout the whole world even to the
ends of the earth, has received from the Apostles and from their disciples the
faith in ONE GOD, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth and sea
and all that is in them; and in one Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who became
flesh for our salvation; and in the Holy Spirit, who announced through the
prophets the dispensations and the comings,tentitth from a Virgin, and

the passion, and the resurrection from the dead, and the bodily ascension
into heaven of the beloved Christ Jesus our Lord, and his coming from

heaven in the glory of the Father teastablish all things; and the raising up



agan of all flesh of all humanity, in order that #&SUS CHRIST OUR

LORD AND GOD AND SAVIOR AND KING in accord with the approval

of the invisible Father, every knee shall bend of those in heaven and on earth
and under the earth, and that every tongue sbhafess Him, and that He

may make just judgment of them all...." (1:10:1)

"We hold, however, the rule of truth, according to which the@N&
ALMIGHTY GOD, who formedALL things through His Word, and
fashioned and mad&LL things which exist out of thathich did not exist;

in which regard the Scripture says: 'For by the Word of the Lord were the
heavens established, and all their strength by the Spirit of his mouth' [Psalm
33:6]. And again, 'All things were made through Him, 8M@HOUT HIM
WAS MADE NOTHING' [John 1:3]. FronALL, however,THERE IS NO
EXCEPTION [that would include th&ON]; and the Father mad&_L

things through Him, whether visible or invisible, whether of sense or of
intelligence, whether temporal and for a certain dispensation oaktart
through the ages." (1:22:1)

"[The Gnostic heretics] transfer the generation of the uttered word of men to
the ETERNAL WORD OF GOD attributing toHIM A BEGINNING of
utterance and @OMING INTO BEING in a manner like to that of their

own word. In whamanner, then, would th& ORD OF GOD-- INDEED,

THE GREAT GOD HIMSELF SINCE HE IS THE WORD-- differ from

the word of men, were He to have the same order and process of
generation?" (2:13:8)

"This Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is revealed through Hisl\WWaho is

His Son-- through Him is He revealed and made manifest to all to whom He



is revealed. For they know Him, those to whom the Son has given
revelation. The Son, howev&| WAYS COEXISTING WITH THE

FATHER, of old and from the beginningLWAY Sreveals the Father to

the Angels and Archangels and Powers and Virtues and to all to whom God

wished to give revelation." (2:30:9)

“Nevertheless, what cannot be said of anyone else who ever lived, that He
[Jesus Christ] is Himself iRIS OWN RIGHT GOD ANDLORD AND
ETERNAL KING AND ONLY-BEGOTTEN AND INCARNATE WORD
proclaimed as such by all the Prophets and by the Apostles and by the
SPIRIT HIMSELF " (3:19:2)

"For WITH HIM [God the FatherPLWAY Sare the Word and the Wisdom,
the SONand theSPIRIT, through wiom and in whom He made all things
freely and spontaneously; and to whom He spoke, sayingJ3%atake man

in our image and likeness' [Gen 1:26]." (4:20:1)

"God is powerful in all things. He w&EEN through theSPIRIT of
Prophecy, and by His own choi¢&élROUGH THE SON He will also be
SEEN as theFATHER in the kingdom of heaved@HE SPIRIT prepares
man through th&ON OF GOD theSONIleads him to thE& ATHER, and
theFATHER gives him incorruption in eternal life, which comes to
everyone by the fact of h(BEEING GOD." (4:20:5)



"God, existingALONE and having nothing coeval with Himself, willed to
create the world....Besides Himself theras no one; bufHOUGH HE

WAS ALONE, HE WAS MIGHTY[or EXISTED IN PLURALITY]. For

He was not without reason, not without wisdom, not without power, and not
without counsel. All things were in him, and He was All. When He willed
and in the manner in whidde willed and in the times determined by

Himself, He made known His WordHROUGH WHOM HE CREATED

ALL THINGS...

"And since He had this WoMVITHIN HIMSELF , invisible to the created
world, He made Him visible. First of all giving vocal utterance, and then
begettingLIGHT FROM LIGHT , He sent Him forth....Thus, there appeared
ANOTHER besides Himself. When | ssfNOTHER', however] DO NOT
MEAN THERE ARE TWO GODS Rather, it is as if there wetdGHT

FROM LIGHT, or water from a fountain, or a ray from the daor there is
but ONE power, which is from the All; and the Father is the All, from whom

comes the Power, the Word."

"Let us believe, then, dear brethren, according to the tradition of the
Apostles, thaGOD THE WORDcame down from heaven into the holy

Virgin Mary, in order that, taking flesh from her and taking also a soul, |
mean a rational soul, and thus becoming all that man is except in regard to
sin, He might save the fallen and confer immortality on such men as believe
in His name. In all this, thethe word of truth is demonstrated to us:
namely,THAT THE FATHER IS ONE, AND HIS WORD, THROUGH
WHOM HE CREATED ALL THINGS, IS PRESENT WITH HIM."



"And in just the way in which it was announced of Him, did He come and
manifest Himself, made a new man of ¥iegin AND THE HOLY

SPIRIT. As the Word, He had from the Father what is heavenly, just as from
the old Adam he had what is earthly, having become incarnate through the
Virgin. He came forth into the world and, in the bo8{HOWED

HIMSELF TO BE GOD, althowgh it was as perfect man that He came forth.

For He was made man, not in appearance nor in seeming, but in truth."
(Against Noetus 10, 11, 17; Jurgens, p.-16%)

"The ONE GOD, the first andONLY, bothCREATOR AND LORD OF

AL L 1R thisSOLE and universal God, by reflecting, first brought forth the
Word -- not a word as in speech, but as a mental word, the Reason for
everything. Him only did He produce from what existed: for the Father
HimselfWAS BEING, FROM WHICH He produced Him. [i.eONE IN
BEING WITH THE FATHER as the Creed states]

"The Word was th€ AUSE of those things whicCAME INTO
EXISTENCE, carrying out in Himself the will of Him by whom He was
begotten.... OnlyHIS WORD IS FROM HIMSELF, AND IS
THEREFORE ALSO GOD, BECOMING THE SUBSANCE OF
GOD...FOR CHRIST IS THE GOD OVER ALL]|cf. Romans 9:5]."

(Refutation of all Heresies 10:32,33,34; Jurgens, p-1773

"...through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom be glory, might,
and honor to youl O the FatheAND the SonWITH theHoly Spirit, both
now and through the ages of ages. Amen."



"Gather as one in the fullness of the Holy Spirit your saints who participate;
and confirm their faith in truth so that we may praise and glorify you
through your Son Jesus Christ, through whomglbey and honor to you,
TO the FatheAND the SonwWITH the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church,

both now and through the ages of ages. Amen."

"And now,O LORD, grant that there may be ever preserved among us the
Spirit of your grace, and make us worthy tataith, we may give praise to
you and minister to you in simplicity of heart: through your Son Jesus
Christ, through whom be glory and honor to yo@,the Fathe AND the
SonWITH the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and through the

ages of age Amen."

"O GOD who have created all things and have set them in order
THROUGH YOUR WORD Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, whom you sent
to minister to your will and to make clear to us your desires, grant the Holy
Spirit of grace and care and diligertoethis your servant...through your Son
Jesus Christ, through whom be glory and honor to Youhe Fathe AND

the SonWITH the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and through
the ages of ages. Amen."

"O LORD GODQ who made them worthy of the rema@s of sins through

the Holy Spirit's washing unto rebirth, send into them your grace so that they
may serve you according to your will: for there is glory to yioD the

FatherAND the SorWITH the Holy Spirit, in the holy Church, both now

and through thages of ages. Amen."



"l anoint you with holy oil inTHE LORD, theFATHER ALMIGHTY AND
CHRIST JESUS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT"

(The Apostolic Tradition 3, 4, 8, 9, 22; Jurgens, p.-168)

"The Word, then, the Christ, is t@AUSEboth of our ancient beginning
for He wasN GOD -- and of our welbeing. And now this same Word has
appeared as maHE ALONE IS BOTH GOD AND MAN, and the
SOURCEof all our good things....He is the New Song, the manifestation
which has now been made among us, of the WairtHCH EXISTED IN
THE BEGINNING AND BEFORE THE BEGINNING . The Savior, who
existed before, has only lately appeatdd that has appearedié Him that
Is; for the Word that wa#/ITH God [John 1:1], the WorBY WHOM ALL
THINGS WERE MADE, has appeared as our Teacher; and He, who
bestowerd life upon us in the beginning, wh&8,OUR CREATORHe
formed us, now that He baappeared as our Teacher, has taught us to live
well so that, afterward®yS GOD He might furnish us abundantly with

eternal life."

"Despised as to appearance but in redlDORED, the Expiator, the
Savior, the Soother, the Divine WoldE THAT IS QUITE EVIDENTLY
TRUE GOD, HE THAT IS PUT ON A LEVEL WITH THE LORD OF



THE UNIVERSE BECAUSE HE WAS HIS SON- AND THE WORD
WAS IN GOD[John 1:1]...

"Whence He was and who He Himself was, was demonstrated by what He
taught and did. He showed Himkas the Herald of a truce, our Mediator

and Savior, the Word, the Font of Life and Peace poured out over the face of
the earth; and through Him, so to speak, the universe has already become an

ocean of good things...."
(Exhortation to the Greeks 1:7:1;:100:1,3; Jurgens, p. 176/7)

"NOTHING EXISTS except that whiclsOD causes to be. There is
nothing, therefore, which is hated by God; nor is there anything Bated
THE WORD. BOTH ARE ONE, BOTH ARE GODbfor he says: ‘In the
beginning thaVORD WAS IN GODAND THE WORD WAS GOD[John
1:1]."

"That this is a mystery is clead&OD IS IN A MAN, AND A MAN IS GOD
the Mediator fulfilling the will of the Father. The Mediator is iIMORD
who isCOMMON TO BOTH, being the Son d&OD and the Savior of
MEN."

(Instructorof Children 1:8:62:3,4; 3:1:2:1; Jurgens, p. 118D)

"When [John] says: 'What was from the beginning [1 John 1:1],' he touches
upon the generatioWITHOUT BEGINNING OF THE SON, WHO IS
CO-EQUAL WITH THE FATHER. 'Was,' therefore, is indicative of an
ETERNITY WITHOUT A BEGINNING, just as the Word Himself, that is

the SON, BEING ONE WITH THE FATHER IN REGARD TO



EQUALITY OF SUBSTANCE, IS ETERNAL AND UNCREATED.
THAT THE WORD ALWAYS EXISTEDis signified by the saying: 'In the
beginning was the Word' [John 1:1]."

(fragment in Eusebius History, Bk 6 Ch 14; Jurgens, p. 188)

"He cannot have God for his Father who does not have the Chuitais for
Mother. If anyone outside the ark of Noah was able to escape, then perhaps
someone outside the pale of the Church may escape.... The Lord Bi&ys, '
FATHER AND | ARE ONE' [John 10:30] and again, it is written of the
FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT, 'ANDTHE THREE ARE ONE.'

[cf. 1 John 5:78; Cyprian is apparently aware of this Latin manuscript

reading on the Trinity]"

"Does anyone believe that in the ChufidhlS UNITY which proceeds from
theDIVINE STABILITY and which is welded together after the heavenly
patterns, can be divided, and can be separated by the parting asunder of
opposing wills? Whoever holds not fast to tiiNITY holds not to the law

of God; neither does he keep fatHTH THE FATHER AND THE SON,

nor does he have life and salvation."

(Unity of the Catholic Church 6; Jurgens, p. 221)



“If Christ JesusDUR LORD AND GOD is Himself the High Priest of God
the Father; and if He offered Himself as a sacrifice to the Father; and if He
commanded that this be done in commemoration of Hims#iéncertainly
the priest, who imitates that which Christ did, truly functions in place of
Christ."

(Letters 63:14; Jurgens, p. 2233)

"If someone could be baptized by heretics, he could certainly receive also
the remission of sins. If he were to receiver#gmission of sins, he would be
sanctified. If he were sanctified, he would be made a temple of God. If he

were made a temple of Gednow | ask you:

"Of what God? Of the Creator? But that is not possible, because he does not
believe in Him. Of Christ? On&ho denies thaCHRIST IS GODcannot

become His temple. Of the Holy Spir6PINCE THE THREE ARE ONE

how were it possible for the Holy Spirit to be reconciled to him that is an

enemy of either the Son or of the Father?"

"After the Resurrection, when thetd sent the Apostles to the nations, He
commanded them to baptize the gentiles in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit [Matt 28:19]. How then do some say that though

a gentile be baptized beyond the pale and outside the Churckyges

against the Church, never mind how or of whom, so long as it be done in the
name of Jesus Christ, the remission of sins can folawhenCHRIST

HIMSELF COMMANDS THE NATIONS TO BE BAPTIZED IN THE

FULL AND UNITED TRINITY 2"

(Letters 73:12; 73:18; Jgens, p. 238)



[first he calls MonarchianismBLASPHEMY)]

"Next, then, | may properly turn to those who divide and cut apart and
destroy the Monarchy [of God], the most sacred proclamation of the Church
of God, making of it, as it were, three powers, distinct substances, and three
godheads. | have heard that sashgour catechists and teachers of the

divine word take the lead in this tenet. They are, so to speak, diametrically
opposed to the opinion of Sabellius. For he, inBLUASPHEMY, says that

the SonS the Father, and vice versa. But they proclaim thakthee in

some wayTHREE GODS when they divide the Sacred unity into three

substances foreign to each other and completely separate.

"It is necessary, however, that the Divine Word [Jesus ChristiNiéED
WITH THE GOD OF THE UNIVERSE; AND THE HOLY SPIRIT
MUST ABIDE AND DWELL IN GOD. THEREFORE THE DIVINE
TRINITY must be gathered up and brougRGETHER IN ONE, a
Summit, as it were- | mean, theODMNIPOTENT GOD OF THE
UNIVERSE....

[then he calls Arianism WORSE BLASPHEMY

"Nor are they less to be blamedavhold that the Son is a [created] work,
and think that the Lord wadADE, as if He wer©©NE OF THOSE
THINGS WHICH WERE TRULY MADE. The divine statements bear



witness to a generation suitable and becoming to Bldi, NOT TO ANY
FASHIONING OR MAKING.

"It is BLASPHEMY, then, and not a common oB&JT THE WORST, to

say thaffHE LORD IS IN ANY WAY A[created[HANDIWORK. For if

He came to be Son, then once He was not; but if, as He says Himself, He be
IN the Father, and if, which you know the Divine Scriptgays, Christ be

Word and Wisdom and Power, and these attributes be powé&QDf

THEN HE ALWAYS EXISTED. But if the SorCAME INTO BEING,

there was a time when these attribudd NOT EXIST; and, consequently,
there was a time wheBOD was without them- WHICH IS UTTERLY
ABSURD...."

"Neither, then, may we divide inftHREE godheads the wonderful and

divine Unity; nor may we disparage the dignity and exceeding majesty of the
Lord by calling Him a [created] work. Rather, we must believ@ @D, the

Fathe Almighty; and in Christ Jesus, His Son; and in the Holy Spirit; and
that theWORD IS UNITED TO THE GOD OF THE UNIVERSE 'For,’

says He,THE FATHER AND | ARE ONE' andI AM IN THE FATHER,

AND THE FATHER IN ME .' Thus both the Divine Trinity and the sacred
proclamation of the monarchy will be preserved."

(Dionysius of Rome to Dionysius of Alexandrig81Jurgens, p. 249)
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parakldos

Thayer Definition:

1) summoned, called to oneds side, es|

la) one who pleads anotherds cause b
defense, legal assistant, an advocate

1b) one who pleads anotherds cause w

1b1l) of Christ in his exaltation at
the Father for the pardon of our sins

1c) in the widest sense, a helper, succourer, aider, assistant

1cl) of the Holy Spirit destined to take the place of Christ with the
apostles (aér his ascension to the Father), to lead them to a deeper
knowledge of the gospel truth, and give them divine strength

needed to enable them to undergo trials and persecutions on behalf
of the divine kingdom

Part of Speech:noun masculine
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